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AUNT DINAH’S PLEDGE, 


ACT I. 


SCENE I.—Interior of Aunt Dinah’s Cottage. 
Table set for supper. 
MIRA DEMPSTER and MISS MARVIN 
discovered. DINAH attending. 


Mira, My dear Miss Marvin, you do not do 
justice to Aunt Dinah’s good fare. She will 
be displeased if you slight her excellent hot 
_ cakes. 1 

Miss M. I should ‘be sorry to do so, but I 
have partaken most heartily of your enjoyable 
repast. Indeed, I have a better appetite when 
I sit myself down to the good things of life 
prepared by Aunt Dinah, to satisfy the cray- 
ings of hunger, than at any other time. 

Dinah. Bless de pretty faces of my dear 
young ladies, jus’ you eat ’em all up, dar’s 
nuff more in de oven; but I’se gwine to axa 
favour o’ you, Miss Marvin. . 

Miss M. What is it, Dinah? I am sure I 
shall not refuse any request you can make. 

Dinah. Well, it’s *bout dat dar chile o’ 
mine; dat boy Edgar; he’s been workin’ 
*round, doin’ chores for de neighbours all de 
summer, and he’s saved all his earnings, and 
wants to learn all de- sciences ob readin’, 
writin’, an’ ’rithmyplication ; an’ seein’, miss, 
as how you’se just come from Boston, and set 
up a ’cademy for learning de young ’deers to 
shoot, he, dat’s de chile Edgar, axed me to ax 
you, dat is, you see, miss, if you could look 
over de poor chile’s black skin, an’ teach him 
to Varn scholarship. I told him ’s how Pd ax 
you, an’ dat’s what I axes. 

Miss M. You wish him to receive an educa- 
tion, and desire me to teach him; is that it, 
Aunt Dinah ? 

Dinah. Dat’s de idee, miss. You see, it’s 
a solemncholy fac’ dat poor cullud pussins isn’t 
looked upon as humans by some folks, ’cos dey 
doesn’t know nuffin’; now, if you can Varn 
him eddication, dey’ll be a chance for him to 
make his way on dis sublunary spear, ’s well 
as white folks. 

Mira. Take charge of him, I beg, Miss Mar- 
vin; and I have not the slightest doubt but he 





will do honour to your teaching, and become 
an apt scholar. í 
Miss M. Well, Aunt Dinah, I have no pre- 
judice on account of colour, having been 
taught by my dear parents that we should look 
upon every child of Adam as a brother or sis- 


ter of the earth, each dependent upon the one _ 


Universal Father, who is in heaven; and 
therefore I will cheerfully undertake the task. 
Dinah, T’ankee, +’ankee, Miss Marvin ; 
you’se a true Christian, you is, and talks jes’ 
like de ole Bible, what I’ye heard de parson 
read Sundays ! ; 
Miss M. I should like, however, to see my 


future pupil. Can you not bring him in P You 


have no objection, Mira ? 

Mira. You have my permission. 
bring Edgar in. l 

Dinah. Bress you, miss, I’ll do dat same 
right away, to onct, immediately. 

[Heit, D. a. 

Mira. Poor old Aunt Dinah! She is a good 
and conscientious Christian, and does, in her 
humble station in life, all the good it is possible 
to accomplish, educating her children to the 
best of her ability in paths of religion and 
temperance. i 

Miss M. Temperance? Surely children have 
no desire for intoxicating drinks? They have 
not, at so early an age, a taste for liquor? 

Mira. (Laughing.) I had forgotten you 
have not yet seen the children. Here comes 
Dinah, with the child Edgar. 


Re-enter DINAH, L. H., followedtby 
EDGAR, a very large and tall negro. 


Dinah. Hold up your head, chile, dar’s de 
young pusson what’s consumed de ’sponsibility 
of teaching you de sciences of readin’, writin’, 
and ’rithmyplication. Here he is, miss—here’s 
de chile. 

Miss M. (Surprised, and smiling.) Child! 

hy, he’s a man! : 

Dinah. Shoo, go away, miss; he’s nuffin’ 
more’n a baby ! 

. Miss M. Well, Edgar, you desire to become 


Aunty, 


1a scholar P 





i 


a 


aA Fe 


4 í AUNT DINAH’S PLEDGE. 


Edgar. Yes, mum; I jus’ does. 
Miss M. What have you learned, Edgar? 
‘ Dinah. Bress de Lord, miss ; the chile don’t 


_ know nuffin’ yet, he don’t. 


Edgar. Yes, I does, too. 

Miss M. Let me hear what you know. 

Edgar. Well, fust dar’s great A, little 
a, r, 0, n—dat’s one; an’ den’ I knows some 
poemtry ; and all bout de building ob de uni- 
versé. 

Mira. Why, Edgar, you possess more ac- 
complishments than I imagined ! 

Dinah. No trouble ’bout his ’plishments ; 
dat chile picks up anyt’ng, he does. 

Miss M. Well, let me hear your poetry. 

Edgar. (Assuming a serio-comic attitude.) 
Yes, mum. 


Adam was the fust man, an’ Eve, he was the 
~ toder. 

And Cain he was a wicked cuss, ’cos he killed, 
his broder. 

De worl’ was made in six days, an’ finished 
on the sebenth, 

But, ’cordin’ to de contract, it ought to bin de 
elebenth ; 

But de carpenters got drunk, an’ de mason’s 
wouldn’t work, 

So de quickest way to end it was to fill it up 
wid dirt. 


MeN: } Gaughing.) Good—very good! 


Dinah. Dar, yousee, young ladies, he knows 
sumthin’, dat chile does! 
Miss M. Well, Edgar, if you will come to 


“me to-morrow, we will commence the rudi- 


ments. 

Dinah. De rudimans! Dere, chile, your 
fortin’s good as made! Tink o dat! De 
young lady’s gwine to larn ye de rudimans. 
Make a bow, chile—make a bow! 


_. Edgar. Thank ye, miss—thank ye! Pll just 
get dem rudimans soon, I will. 


Mira. Now, having secured you a school- 


` mistress for Edgar, we will leave you. Come, 


Miss Marvin! 
[Exewnt Mira and Miss Marvin, R. H. 
Dinah. No trouble about her; she’ll larn 


you. ` 

Edgar. Yes; and when I knows dem rudi- 
mans, Ise gwine to Boston. Maybe Mr. 
Dempster will have work for me dare. 

Dinah. What you talkin’ ’bout? Does he 
want you? 

Edgar. He said sumthin’ ’bout it when he 
was here de last time. 

Dinah. Stop dat—stop dat, chile! I’d bury 
you, an’ dig de grave wid dese old hands ’fore 
T’d let you work for Hiram Dempster. 





Edgar. What’s de reason? What’s his 

business? AN à 
Dinah. You’ve heard about it. 

. Edgar. Yes; I’ve heard. 

Dinah. Den what you ax me for ? 

Edgar. ’Cos I want to know if what folks 
say is true. Dey sez he keeps a liquor-store, 
where people drink, and sing, an’ play cards. 

Dinah. Dat’s de solum truff; so don’t yo 
say nothin’ more ’bout workin’ for him. A 

Edgar. I’s often seen Miss Mira cryin’. 
it because of dat? 

Dinah. ’Pears we’ve all got troubles. Course 
she loves her fader ; but he’s a bad man, allers 
fightin’ ’gainst de Lord. Whar’s Rufus? 
You go tell Rufus to come right here, an’ 
fotch de ole Bible along. 

Edgar. De Bible! What’s dat for? 

Dinah. Neber you mind till it’s fotched. Go 
*long right away. 

Edgar. Yes, moder; I’s off. 


Is 


[Erit L. H. 
Dinah. Dat air man Dempster’s comin’ 
here; and now I axes de good Lord in Hebben 
to gib dis poor ignorant ole culled pusson de 
strenf an’ de courage an’ de ’bility to make a 
promise my boys will stand to and abide by— 
dat’ll keep der hearts in de right place while 
on dis airth, an’ secure der precious souls in 
de world to come for eberlastin’ arter death ! 


Re-enter EDGAR, L., followed by RUFUS (œ 
crippled negro), carrying a Bible. 


Edgar. Here, moder—here’s Rufus. 

Rufus. An’ here’s de Bible. 

Dinah. Now, you two children, just listen 
to de words of yer old black moder. Hiram 
Dempster’s coming here, and along o’ him dat 
young scapegrace, dat nasty, ’bacca-chawing, 
cigar-smoking, liquor-drinking, cousin o’ my 
pretty white bird, Miss Mira—Albert Wilson ; 
an’ I wants you to make me a promise. 

Rufus. What promise? 

Dinah. Will you make it, bofe of you? 

Edgar. I don’t know about dat. 

Dinah. Dunno ’*bout what your old moder 
axes. Den I tell you what ’tis: I dosen’t 
want you ever to drink wine, beer, or liquor 
—not even cider; nor use dat nasty tobacca 
in any way at all—never, never, never! 
Dat’s what I want you to promise me. 

Edgar. Is dat all? I promise dat easy 
enough. 

Rufus. And so do I. 

Dinah. And you'll neber break dat pro- 
mise? 

Fr } Never—never ! 5 : 

Dinah. Den, Rufus, you take dat ere pen, 
ink, and paper, and you write down just 
what I’m gwine to tole you. (Rufus goes to 
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table, sits, and prepares to write. Dinah 
dictates.) Dis is for everybody and all de 
world to distinctly and sartin sure to know 
dat the undersigned individooals whose 
names is writ unto, and added and signed to 
dis pledge at the bottom of dis paper, dat 
we do promise and vow, and swear and tes- 
tify, and proclaim to de ole world dat we 
never will drink nor taste sperrits, wine, 
beer, ale, cider, or cordials, nor use tobacco 
eider for ‘snuffing, chewing, or smoking so 
long as we live. And moreover and ac- 
cordin’ we will not encourage any oder per- 
sons to use de same, but will prevent dem, if 
widin our power; and to dis pledge we sign 
our names, which we will sacredly keep. So 
God help and keep us! (A good deal of comic 
spelling and ad libitum business may be 
introduced while the above is being writ- 
ten.) Give me de pen, Rufus. I isn’t 
much of a writer; but dere’s a D, i, n, a, h— 
Dinah, F, r, e, e, m, a, n—Freeman; and 
dat’s your ole moder’s name to de pledge, 
what she’ll keep as long as de good Lord keeps 
her on airth. 

Rufus. (Writes.) And dere’s my name, 
number two. 

Edgar. An’ here goes for number t’ree! 
Dis chile can’t write jest yet; but dar’s.my 
mark, an’ soon as Miss Marvin learns me de 
rudimans, Tse gwine to put my name on top 


o’ dat mark as big as dis nigga’s foot, an” 


jest as strong, too, as when it lights on a June 
bug! 


Enter MIRA, R. H. 


Mira. Why, Aunt Dinah, what are you and 
the boys doing ? 

Dinah. Tse bin, Miss Mira, a-g’ardin ag’in 
temptation, honey, for my boys; dat’s what 
we’ve been a-doin’, We've been an’ gone an’ 
signed a pledge, dat’s what we’se done, an’ 
we've put our names to it an’ our marks; an’ 
we're gwine to keep it, too, so long as de 
blessed Lord gives us the strength. 

Edgar. Dat’s it, Miss Mira; an’ it won’t 
be no use ob dat dere young dandy cousin 
coming here from Boston axin’ me to do 
chores for him, an’ offering me cigars an’ 
bacca, and rum, ’cos dis chile’s a temperance 
*ciety, he is. 

Rufus. We doesn’t mean no offence to you, 
Miss Mira, ’cos moder, an’ Edgar, an’ me, 
an’ all of us loves you; bus we’se made up 
our minds dat if your uncle Hiram Dempster 
an’ Mr. Albert comes here a-offering us t’ings 
an’ a-leadin’ us into temptation, we’se goin’ to 
refuse de t’ings. 

Edgar. An’ we isn’t a-goin’ to be led into 
temptation to serve King Whiskey in dis yere 
world and King Beelzebub, de ole black sar- 


pint, the devil, in the next. Dat’s all de fac’, 
miss. 

Mira. You appear excited, all of you. Let 
me see the cause. : ¥ 

Dinah. ’Tain’t no cause, miss; it’s de 
pledge, my pledge—Aunt Dinah’s Pledge— 
an’ here it is. (Gives it to Mira.) 

Mira. (Reads it.) Oh, Aunt Dinah, I am | 
so happy that you should have done this! 
Now give me the pen. (Writes her name.) 
There is my name added to Aunt Dinah’s 


Pledge. ' 

Dinah. Glory hallelujah! Tank the 
blessed Lord! It’s the proudest day of old 
Dinah Freeman’s life to see your name on 
dat ere temperance pledge. 

Mira, It shall not be my fault if there are 
not a number there before long. But listen. 
My uncle and Albert are coming—I expect . 
them every minute; so bustle about, Aunt 
Dinah, and get ready your nicest supper. 
You know Uncle Hiram likes your good cook- 
ing. * 

Dinah. Yes, I knows dat; but he mus’n’t 
fool wid me a-smoking his nasty ’bacca round 
my kitchen. Come, move off dese t’ings an’ 
sot de table, you boys, while I go an’ get some 
hot coffee, and cakes, and chops, and sas- 
sages, and fry some fish an’ broil some steak, , 
so de folks can have somethin’ good to. eat; 
*spect dey’s half-starved livin’ away off dere 
in Bostin, where dey don’t get. nuffin to eat 
unless it’s spoilt wid de stench of ‘rum an’ 
molasses an’ gin, an’ nasty ’bacca smoke. PI 
gib ’em somethin’ healthy dat’ll stick +o deir 
ribs, I will. Come, go ahead, you boys; and 
gib me dat paper, Miss Mira. ; 

Takes paper, and exit, u. Rufus and 
Edgar follow with plates, &c. 


Enter HIRAM DEMPSTER and ALBERT, 
R. H. 

Hiram. My dear daughter, I am delighted 
to see you. . (Embraces her.) 

Mira. My dear father, I am so glad you 
have come. 

Albert. Cousin Mira, you eclipse yourself— 
you grow handsomer every time I-see you. 
Milk and cold water must agree with you. 

Mira. They do. It might be well for you 
to try their effect upon yourself. 

Albert. Not at present, thank 
here comes Aunt Dinah! 


Re-enter DINAH and EDGAR with supper, 
which they arrange on table. 

Hiram, Aunt Dinah, I’m delighted to see 

you, and you, too, Edgar. Come, ‘let us set 

to; I’ve a sharp appetite—(they sit)—and 

shall do justice to your excellent fare. By 


you. Ah, 


| Jove, this coffee is magnificent! You might 


` 
è < 


` 
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make a fortune, Aunt Dinah; if you were to 
ope a coffee saloon in Boston. This is per- 
ect. 

Dinah. ’Spect de good cream helped -to 
make it; but I’se gwine to fetch little Charley 

` —’spect you wants to see him. 

Hiram, Certainly ; bring him in at once. 

s [Exit Dinah, u. H. 

Mira. My brother Charles has grown ex- 
ceedingly since you last saw him. i 


Re-enter DINAH, leading CHARLES. 


_ Hiram. My dear boy, you look splendid. 
How you have grown—almost a man! You 
will soon be able to help me in my business in 
Boston. See; here is a present I have brought 
you. J (Gives him a watch.) 

Chas. Thanks, my dear father. Oh, Mira, 
sister, see what a beautiful gold watch ! 

Mira, An elegant present ! 

Hiram. I have not forgotten you, my 
daughter. Here is one for you, and to-mor- 
row there will arrive a box, filled with books, 
which will make quite an addition to your 
library. 

Mira. Oh, father, you are too good ! 

` Hiram. Impossible to be too good to a‘kind 
and dutiful daughter ; and, Aunt Dinah, I’ve 
not forgotten .your kindness to my poor 
motherless children—here’s a little purse for 


ou. 
T Dhak. ’Spect dis yere’s more’n enough to 
pay me. Dem child’en’s.no trouble to me; 
but I wants you to let my boy Edgar alone. 

Hiram. Your boy! Why, I have not 
troubled him, Aunt Dinah. I think so much 
of you, that last time I was here I offered him 
a situation, with good wages, at my place in 
Boston. : 

Dinah. Dat’s just what I don’t want you 
to do, Idoesn’t want no chile o° mine going 
up to dat place, to larn to drink and smoke 
hell-fire and destruction to his soul. 

Hiram. Why, Dinah, there’s not much 


danger of hell-fire and destruction by his being | 


with me; my place is patronized by the first- 

class solid men of Boston. j 
Dinah. Don’t know nuffin ’bout dat, but I 
don’t want my boy to go dar. - 

Hiram. Just as you say, aunty. I’m willing 
to oblige you any, way. Mira, I will take a 
stroll. The evening is delightful, and while 
here I intend to enjoy the country air. 

[Erit Dinah, L. H., with tray. 

Albert. (Takes out cigar-case.) Meantime, 
Pll enjoy a cigar. . Come, Charley, have you 
smoked your first cigar yet? It is time you 
were beginning to learn some of the manly 
habits. > 

Mira. (Interposing.) You will oblige me by 
not talking to my brother in that manner. 


x 


He will never be a man if-one of the requisites 


is to be a smoker, / 
[Hott, R., with Charley. 


Hiram. You must let the boy alone, Albert. 
It annoys Mira, and displeases me. 

Albert. No harm done, I guess. He might- 
as well learn to smoke now as any time. 

Hiram. I wish he might never learn. 

Albert. (Surprised.) I thought you believed 
in smoking. This is the first time I ever 
heard you speak against it. You' had no ob- 
jection to my learning. (| HOA) 

Hiram. Perhaps I didn’t; but you were not 
a baby. 

Albert. I see the difference. I suppose my 
father loved me as well as you love Charley. 
If he had lived, I might have been better. 
But I shall get through the world soon—a 
short life and a merry one for me. No use 
for us to quarrel. Here, take a cigar. 

Biwam. Not at present. I’m going to join 
Mira, and she objects to smoking; and now I 
am here, I can’t do less than respect. my 
daughter’s prejudices. 

(Exit, R. 


Albert, Prejudices! -Ha, ha, ha! If my 
parents were living, my prejudices would most 
likely have been’ respected also;. but Uncle 
Dempster, though he has encouraged me to 
drink and smoke—me, his only sister’s only 
son-discourages the same things in his son, 
my cousin. No matter—here comes Edgar; 
and now for some fun. i 


Enter EDGAR, L. H. 


Hallo, Edgar, my buck! Why, you’ve grown 
to be a perfect giant! -Take a.cigar. 

Edgar. No, tank you, Mr. Albert; dis chile 
never smokes. 

Albert, Never smoked in your life? 

Edgar. Never tried it but once, and den it 
made dis chile so sick, I t’ought my insides 
was: Long Island Sound in a gale o’ wind, ‘an’ 
dat I was a dismasted oyster-boat tryin’ to get 
out. Dat answered for me; I doesn’t want 
no more such stuff. t 

Albert. Don’t give it' up so; try again. 
One loses half the pleasure in life if he don’t 
know how to enjoy a good'cigar. “Come, take 
one. 

Edgar. No, siree; dis chile neber goin’ to 
use tobacco while he lives. Guess I can find 
somethin’ better to do dan turn my mouth into 
a smoke-stack, like a dirty ole steamboat 


funnel. 
[Erit, R. 


Albert. We shall see, darkey. There’s 
more ways than one to bring a fellow like you 


to terms. 
[Eeit, R. E, 
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SCENE II.—A Landscape, in first grooves. 


Enter MIRA, R. H. 


Mira. The temptation that I feared has 
come at last, in the shape, too, of one whom I 
should love, for his dear mother’s sake, but 
must avoid, for my own and that of my dear 
brother Charley. Poor Charley! I promised 
our sainted mother, when she lay upon her 
dying bed, to watch over, to guard and protect 
you, her youngest son and only boy! That 
promise I have hitherto most faithfully kept, 
and, with heaven’s kind aid, I will still adhere 
to; but with a cousin who brings his intem- 
perate habits into this calm retreat, where all 
is peace and joy, countenanced, too, by my 
father, whose daily business is the dealing out 
of the accursed poison which brutalizes the 
mind, and reduées man to a degradation in- 
ferior to that of the lowest animals, the task, 
I fear, is hard; but it is noble, and I will not 
shrink from the difficulty. Here I vow to 
use my soul’s endeavour to rescue my father 
and my cousin from the besetting sin of 
drunkenness. ; 


Enter ALBERT, R. H. 


Albert. What, ruralizing, Cousin Mira? 
I’ve been seeking you to ask you to takea ride 


with me. You must not» mope alone, now 
that I’m here. i 

Mira. You must excuse me, Albert. Iam 
too busy, 


Albert. Too busy! If you do not wish to 
go with me, say so. There is no harm in 
speaking the truth. 

Mira. To be plain with you, then, cousin, I 
don’t wish to go riding with you, (Albert is 
going.) Stay, Albert! 

Albert. Why should I remain? I know you 
hate the sight of me, but I am what your 
father has made me. I tell you, Mira Demp- 
ster, there will come a day of reckoning for 
‘us all. Idon’t blame you. I am not fit to 


come into your presence, but I am better } 


than your father ! 

Mira. Oh, Albert, that may be! My heart 
is almost broken when I think of the wrong 
there is and has been in our family. Mother 


hoped I would try and save. you—she loved | 


you, Albert. Oh, for her sake, be persuaded 
to act differently ! 

Albert. I wish I could, Mira; É hate and 
despise myself, more than you can, but I am 
bound for.a goal, and shall reach it soon. 

Mira. What goal? 

Albert. I had better not tell you. It might 
have an unpleasant effect upon your nerves. 
I am bound now for a ride with you, or with- 
out you—which shall it be? 





Mira. Without me. I can do you no good; 
so good-bye. x 

Albert. ’Spect not, as Aunt Dinah says; 
so good-bye! [Exit Mira, R. H. She's 
gone, and, I am left alone, to despise my- 
self even as she despises me, for the folly 
Ihave committed in becoming a slave to the 
bottle. Well, well, it’s no.use my grieving. 
What’s done cannot be undone; and if I’m 
going headlong to ruin, Uncle Dempster is 
the cause. He it was that first taught me to 
taste of the syren cup that lures me on to 
that ruin I feel that I am fast approaching, 
and which I cannot avoid. Destruction, death 
stares me in the face! , Well, let them. drag 
me to perdition. I dare them both, and thus 
defy the world! (Drinks from flask.) So, 
that puts courage in my heart, and I feel a 
man once more, 


Enter EDGAR, R.H. , 


Edgar. Massa Albert, de horse is already 
put in de light waggon, but I tell you what, 
sir, you best be mighty careful o’ dat critter 
—he’s awful rumpustious; he’s been skitting 
round like mad, he has. 

Albert. Oh, never fear! I’m not afraid of 
any horse I ever saw. Are you afraid of him, 
Edgar? į 

Edgar. Well, no, sir, no; I’se not afraid— 
not exactly afraid, dis chile: isn’t, but just a 
leetle scared o’ dat skittish horse. 

Albert. Well, here’s something to. put cou- 
rage in you, my boy. I’ve a bottle of cider 
here. (Taking out wine flask.) 

Edgar. Nice looking cider dat.) 0.) 5 

Albert. (Smiling.) Nice ‘tasting cider, too, 
Edgar. (Drinks.) “Try some.. WA ‘ 

Edgar. No, sar, none for dis chile, t’ank 


ye. ~ } 
Albert. (Angrily.) Yow shall drink it, Are | 
you better than I, that. you refuse: my hospi- 
tality? You refused a cigar from my hands 
this morning, but you sha’n’t be such a fool 
as to refuse a drink. ‘ Eiig f 
Edgar. Massa Albert, T'is a fool; and Ihas 
refused. ‘ Gii 
Albert. No matter; you.shall drink it, for 
all that. | Ait E EE 
Edgar, No, I won’t! ; Paty j 
Albert. Come, take it; there’s:no harm in 
drinking cider. ry ‘ 
Edgar. You are sure dat’s cider? r. 
Albert. Yes; do you doubt- it? i 
Edgar. No, sar, I wouldn’t doubt a gem- 
man’s word at all, but Iwas. gwine to. ob- 
serve dat dat cider’s got de biggest smell of 
New England rum I ever seen! . pe ae 
Albert. Why, you infernal, lying nigger—— 
Edgar. Stop dar. I may be a nigger— 
dat’s what God Almighty made me—but I’se 


TUN 
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not a liar, an’ if you calls me dat again, 
PI jest pitch you on top o’ dat ar tree, for 
de crows to pick at—yes, siree. 

Albert. Can’t you take a joke. 

Edgar. Yes, Massa Albert—I can take a 
joke, an’ gib one back again, too; and if you 
gibs dis chile de lie any more, I'll just butt 
dis yar woolly head ag’in your os frontis, and 
T’ll make you see more stars dan you can in 
de hebbens, on a clear frosty night. Nigga, 
eh—a lyin’ nigga! Ise just a good mind to 
get mad. But jus’ you keep a drinkin’ dat ’ere 
hell-fire and destruction p’ison stuff, an’ I'll 
have revenge enough! Shoo, go along, white 
man; your breff’s too strong for dis nigga; 
de smell of de rum’ll kill all God’s A’mighty’s 


_ pretty flowers if you stay around here much; 


yes, sir! 
' [Hait, angrily, R. H. 
Albert. They’ve made a dead set against me 
here—all of them, it seems. Well, a couple 
of days more of country life, and then hurrah 
for fun and frolic in Boston! 
[Exit, L. H. 


SCENE III. — Third grooves. A Parlour. 
sofa, C.; chairs, R. and L. 


Enter HIRAM, R., meeting DINAH, L. 


_Dinah. Oh, Mister Dempster—de good 
Lord save us—here’s dreadful news ! 

Hiram. What is it—speak ? 

Dinah. De hoss is thrown Master Albert 
out of the waggon, an’ broke ’em all to bits. 

Hiram. Who—what’s broke all to bits— 
the horse, the waggon, or Albert? 

Dinah. No, sar; not the hoss, but that poor 
sinful young man, Master Albert. He’s done 
broke his arms, an’ his legs, an’ de good Lord 
only knows what: and here dey’re coming, 
carrying de poor, poor, sinful critter. 


Enter RUFUS and EDGAR, L. H., carrying 
in ALBERT, wounded, followed by DR. 
WARING, MIRA, and CHARLEY. 


Dr. W. A sad ace‘dent, Mr. Dempster; the 
head and face frightfully contused, and the 
right arm and leg fractured; he willneed long 
and careful nursing. ` 

Hiram. Be assured that nothing shall be 
lacking on my part to aid in his speedy reco- 
very to health. 

Dinah. ’Spect dere be a hard pull, honey ; 
but de good Lord knows. Trust ole aunty. 

Dr. W. It will be a hard case to pull him 
through. If it was your boy he’d come out 
as good as. new;. but this young man has lived 
too fast He’ll learn a lesson now! Mr. Demp- 
ster, not a drop of stimulant must pass his lips. 

Mira. Oh, doctor, will he get well? 


Dr. W. Can’t say, my dear Miss Dempster ; 
his habits are terribly against him. I must 
leave him for the present. Use careful watch, 
for on that, more than on my skill, depends 
his life or death. 

Hiram. He shall be well taken care of, 
doctor. Oh, my poor nephew, that I should 
ever see him thus stricken down! You cannot 
know how terribly I feel this blow. It has 
opened my eyes to errors which I would now 
gladly repent of. ` 

Dr. W. Nouse to borrow sorrow, sir. Cheer 
up, take good care of your nephew, and leave 
him to the hands of Him who doeth all things 
well. Come, Edgar, get my horse. Good- 
day, Mr. Dempster; your servant, miss. 

[Exeunt Dr. Waring, Edgar, and 
Rufus, L. H. 


Hiram. (Aside.) Poor boy! How.do I re- 
pent the errors to which my example has led 
him! If he should die—die, someone will 
demand his property. How can I restore it? 
The thought is maddening. I must not—dare 
not—think of it! He must, he shall recover. 
Mira, your presence here is useless. Come, 
my daughter ; let us leave'the poor sufferer to 
the motherly eare of Aunt Dinah. 

Mira. Let me stay with him, father. I 
should never forgive myself for the harsh 
words I spoke to him this morning, were he to 
die without being conscious of my repentance. 
Do let me remain, I beg of you. 

Dinah. Let de chile stay; she can’t do no 
harm. 

Hiram. Well, be it as: you will, Dinah. . If 
anything is wanting I shall be within call. 

i (Exit, R. H. 

Dinah. Come, honey, don’t you cry; jus’ 
you trust dis chile. Ole aunty knows how to 
take care o’ sick folks, an’ how to nuss ’em 
good—I jes’ does dat. He'll come round all 
right. 

Mira. Oh, pray heaven he may, for I spoke 
so harshly to him this morning, when I should 
have endeavoured, in a kindly spirit, to have 
shown him the dangerous path to destruction 
in which he has been so young a traveller ! 

Dinah. Don’t you take on so, pet; be quiet, 
on de good Lord will set all t’ings to rights 
ye 


Mira. (Looking at Albert.) Alas, alas, my 
poor cousin, how my heart bleeds for you; 
and, oh, how guilty must my conduct appear in 
the eyes of heaven! My. duty was to have 
atoned for my father’s conduct towards you, 
and not to have reproached you for the wrongs 
he, my parent, led you to commit. (Kneels.) 
Hear me, oh, Heavenly Father, and grant my 
prayer, that my poor orphaned cousin may 
be restored to health and'strength. © And here 
I devote myself, from this moment, to the 
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AUNT DINAH’S PLEDGE. 
Never will I relax ı helpless cripple, dying in the flower of my 


holy cause of. temperance. 

my exertions till my father resigns the ac- 
cursed trade of rum-selling and dram-drink- 
ing. Never will I cease until I see my father 
a convert to temperance, and his name affixed 
to ‘* Aunt Dinah’s Pledge.” 


END OF ACT I. 


ACT II. 
~ SCENE I.—A Chamber. 


ALBERT discovered in bed. AUNT DINAH 
watching. 


Albert. Where am I? What has happened ? 

Dinah. Bless de good Lord, he’s spoke at 
last ! You’s all right now, Master Albert ; 
only jus’ you ’bey orders, an’ you'll soon be on 
your feet again. 

Albert. Oh, I remember now—the frolic. the 
accident! What made you try to patch me 
up? .I am of no use in this world. 

Dinah. *Spect the good Lord knows. He'll 
call you to ‘count some time; ’pears like you’ve 
had a warning 

Albert. I should think I have ; a serious one, 
too; and if there was any good left in me i 
should heed it. 

h. You mean dat, chile? 

Albert. Yes, I do; but I don’t suppose it 
ible to find any guod about me. 
Dinah. ‘Spect de Lord knows about dat. 
f you ask him he’ll make you all good. 

Albert. I ask him? You forget, Aunt 

Dinah, you are talking to a reprobate. 

Dinah. I dun know what dat means, but 

*spect it’s something bad. I knows I’s talkin’ 
_ to a sinner, what de good Saviour died for. 

Albert. Mother used to talk to me about the 
Saviour, and so did Aunt Maria, till I refused 
to hear 






. 


Dinah. Twould been better, chile, to minded |` 


?em. ’Pears like you might. 

Albert. I might, but I wouldn’t, and I must 
take the consequence of my fault. How much 
Jonger must I lay here? I am becoming a 
baby again. 

Dinah. (Crying.) Poor boy, poor chile! 
Albert. Don’t mind me, Aunt Dinah. I’m 
not worth a single tear, but I thank you truly 

for your kindness. 

Dinah. (Giving him drink.) Dere, jus’ you 
drink dis, an’ a to sleep—so—dere—I’ll step 
ay a little. 

[Ezit, u. H. 

Albert. And is this to be the end of a life so 
auspiciously commenced—with wealth and a 
bright future before me? I had all that heart 
could wish for, and now, see the result—a 
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youth—dying! Oh, heavens, must I die? 
When I look upon my past misspent life, F 
dare not think of death without dreading the 
future. Should it please heaven to restore 
me once again to health, by the memory of 
my sainted mother, I vow never again to taste 
intoxicating drink. And if, as now I firmly - 
do believe, the spirits of our departed ones 


can look from the cerulean walls of heaven - 


upon poor mortals here upon earth, and hear 
our promises of penitence, spirit of my mother 
hear and help me to keep my promise. 

Mira. (Has entered during the latter part 
of this speech and kneels.) Grant it, arae day 
Father of Heaven ! 

Albert. Mira, you here? ; 

Mira. Yes, Albert ; and, oh, how happy lar e 
you made my heart! Those words of yours 
will give you strength to become an ornament 
to society and an honour to your name. 

Albert. Oh, cousin, how can I ever atone 
for my past churlishness to you and Charley ? 
Can you forgive me? 

Mira. Those words you just now uttered— 
the vow you have made—has more than 
atoned for all your errors past ; for me, I have 
nothing to forgive. 

Albert. You have—you have, dear Mira. 
If you would make a poor, miserable, 
wretched inebriate happy, say that you for- 
give me! 

Mira. I do forgive you, with all my heart, 
as truly as I pray our Heavenly Father to 
forgive my tresspasses. 

Albert. Thanks, cousin ; and now, whatever 
so poor a cripple as myself can do to give 
ypa pleasure, say but the word, and I will do 


Mira. You will? 
Albert. I promise. 
Mira. (Produces Dinah’s pledge.) Then 


sign this paper. 
Albert, Give itto me. I will. 


(Mira gives it, and procures pen and 
ink. She raises Albert while he 
signs.) 


Re-enter DINAH, L., and stands astonished. 


Dinah. Wha—what’s you doin’? Pears 
| like yow s all crazy. What you doin’ , Miss 
Mira? 

Mira. Pm doing nothing, auntie; 
Albert. 

Dinah. ’Spect he’s mad! What you doin’? 

Albert.. That, Aunt Dinah, which I will 
never undo—see ; my name is on that paper. 

Dinah. (Falls on her knees.) Bless de 
Lord, - de child’s signed © Aunt - Dinah’s 
Pledge. i 


it’s 
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SCENE II.—A Village Street. 
Enter MISS MARVIN, RUFUS, and 
EDGAR. 


Miss M. You are getting along finely, 
Edgar, with your studies. I shall be most 
proud of my protégé. 

Edgar. Yes, miss; I’se learnt all de ’ritin’, 
readin’, and ’rithmyplication, fusrate—dat’s 
true—but as for dat ar protegy your speakin’ 
of, I don’t know nuthin’ ’bout him yet. 

Miss M. Oh, that was yourself I meant! I 
shall be proud of your having been my 
pupil! 

Edgar. Thankee, miss; but I reckon I’se 
the one to be proud, an’ honored, too, of you, 
for your kindness. ’Pears to me, since I 
commenced to learn, and signed mother’s 
pledge, that everything looks happy. 

Rufus, That’s cause we’se all fellin’ happy. 
There’s Mr. Hiram Dempster—he’s sold out 
his liquor store, dun give up the business for 
good an’ all. 

Miss M. Yes, I’ve heard that, and besides, 
Mr. Albert has quite recovered, and he’s never 
tasted a drop of the poisonous alcohol since 
his accident ! F 5 

Edgar. Yes’m, an’ better than that, thar’s 
goin’ to be a party: Walter Wilson, Mr. 
Payne, and all Albert’s old friends is coming 
down from Boston, an’ I heard Albert say he’s 
goin’ to get ’em all to sign Aunt Dinah’s 
Pledge. 

Miss M. That is indeed news. Your 
mother ought to feel very proud she has in 
her humble way accomplished so much 


good. 

Rufus. That’s nothing to be proud of. If 
she’s done good, you and Miss Mira and Mr. 
Dempster’s been good toallof us ; we shouldn’t 
have had a comfortable home if it hadn’t been 
for them. Anybody can do good, no matter 
how poor they are, but the merit is in being 
good to those who are poor and humble. 

Edgar. That’s it, Rufus; you’se got more 


‘sense in that woolly head ob yours than a 


horse—talks just like a story-book—dat’s a 
fact; an’ if it hadn’t been for you, Miss 
Marvin, what would this child knowed ’bout 
readin’, writin’, rithmyplication, an’ de rudi- 
mans. Bless de Lord! I’s so happy and so 
thankful! } K 

Miss M. Happiness proceeds from a con- 
tented mind, no matter what station of life 
the Almighty has been pleased to place us in ; 
let us ever fulfil the duties assigned us with 
honour and integrity, and our work, however 
humble, will be ennobled. Contentment with 
our lot in life is to be rich in happiness, 

Edgar. That’s true, Miss Marvin! But 
see, here comes mother. What’s up? 
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Enter DINAH, R. r 

Dinah. Whar’s dem boys? Come, child’en, 
fly right straight down to de house. All de 
company’s comin’ right along. Dere’s de 
doctor what cured Massa Albert’s broken 
limbs, and dere’s de good minister from Bostin, 
what’s now goin’ to cure his heart, by marry- 
in’ him to Miss Mira, whose in de house dar, 
Miss Marvin, waitin’ for you, an’ a-lookin’ as 
sweet and pretty and as delicate as a lily by 
de side ob de water, an’ her eyes is a-sparklin’ 
wid joy, till dey looks as bright as de sweet 
silver moon, broke up into two stars, an’ 
planted in her dear, darlin’, innocent face, 
what’s a smilin’ all over wid joy and happi- 
ness, 

Miss M. Why, my dear Aunt Dinah, her 
happiness is contagious—she has only caught 
it from you; your happy thought of the pledge 
has been the cause of all this joy. 

Dinah. Bless de good Lord! I’s proud on 
it, I is, sure as dar’s a heaven above—very 
proud! 

Miss M. You have reason to be so. But 
come, let us not keep the happy people waiting, 
come along, auntie. ; 

Dinah. Ts wid you, chile. Pear like dey’s 
aii my own child’en; I hardly knows which 
I loves best, dese yere woolly-headed boys, or 
dem gals, what’s only white folks, 

Edgar. Well, mother, sure white folks is 
good as cullud pussons, when dey behaves 
themselves, and don’t go rolling ’round drunk, 
making beasts o’ themselves. 

Dinah. Shoo, hear de chile! ’Spéct you'll 
be a preacher some day, if you keep on wid . 
your larnin’ scholarship so mighty fast. 

Edgar. Theres one thing I’ll never 
learn—— ' 

Dinah. What’s dat, sah; what’s dat you 
ain’t goin’ for to learn—eh ? 

Edgar. To forget to be good to the 
dear old mother who’s been so good to me and 
Rufus here, who’s looked upon with more 
respect by her good white friends that if she 
was a queen; ’cause she’s kind, true, and 
good to all. 

Dinah. Bless de Lord! I—I——There, go 
right straight along, and don’t talk any more 
o° your nonsense, or you’ll set me blubberin’ 
all over—so you will! Go’long! Oh, dear, 
Ts so happy! Come, child’en! Go ’long, and 
help Miss Mira to get married ! 

j [Ezeunt, L. H. 


SCENE III.—A Handsome Apartment. 


MR. DEMPSTER, DR. WARING, MIRA, 
ALBERT, MISS MARVIN, and 
CHARLES, Male and Female. Guests, R. 
and L., discovered. 


Hiram. (c.) My good friends, believe me, I 











re 
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am most happy to meet with you at my home 
upon this interesting and joyful occasion. You 
must know, doctor and friends, that a great 


= wrong has been done to my nephew, Albert. 


The wealth left by his parents in my trust I 
have used in my business. Nay, do not start; 
though I have made use of it, I have not lost 
it, but on this, his wedding-day, Iam rejoiced 
to say that every cent of that money, with 
interest, is now at his disposal. But what I 
do regret is the business in which I have used 
that money. It has been in the keeping of a 


_ gambling and drinking-house ; and though not 


a gambler or immoderate drinker myself, I 
have encouraged. both in others. The terrible 
accident which nearly deprived Albert of his 
life, and the exemplary conduct of that poor, 
devoted, humble, coloured woman, Dinah Free- 
man, has opened my eyes to the sinful life I 
have, for the past years, led—and now, in this 
assembled presence, I make the statement that 
I have closed my liquor and gambling-house 
for ever! And to you, Albert, I now return 
all bills, cheques, and other documents, which 
will at once put you in full and undisturbed 
possession of the property left you by your 
parents ; and now but one thing is left me to 
ensure my perfect happiness, and that, Albert, 
remains for you to grant. 

Albert. My dear uncle, ’tis granted before 
you speak. 

Mira. Oh, father, name it! 

Hiram. It is forgiveness, Albert, from you, 
for having led you into the paths of vice, and 
teaching you to be a drinker. 

Albert, Say no more, my dear uncle. Hea- 
ven, I am sure, will pardon all human errors ; 
and my forgiveness you have, most fully. 

Hiram. Thanks, my poor, wronged nephew. 
I now can lay me down to sleep in calm and | 
comfort. Come, my children, let me give you 
a parent’s blessing ere I resign you to each 
other. Bless you—hless you ! 


AUNT DINAH peeps in, L, H. 1E. 


` Dinah. Mr. Dempster, and good folks, every 
one, I want to know if you’s goin’ to keep on 
gettin’ married all day? De chickens is all 
cooked, an’ de turkeys nice and brown, and de 
pun’kin pies is done to a turn, and de mince- 
pies is magnificent, though I hasn’t put no 
brandy in ’em, an’ de coffee’s splendacious, 
an’ dem two boys o’ mine is bin a-axin’ me if 
dey couldn’t come in an’ see de good minister 


_ tie up Miss Mira an’ Massa Albert in de con- 


nubial an’ de nuptial knot, what never can be 
untied until death does ’em part? 

Hiram.. No need of asking. Come in, all of 
you ; we are too much indebted to your honest 
love to leave you out on this joyful occasion. Í 
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Dinah. Dere, I tole youso, child’en! ’Spect 
I knows. Come right straight in, an’ see de 
marryin’. 


Enter RUFUS and EDGAR, L. H. 


Mira. Come in, and be welcome, for to 
your good mother’s care and pious example 
our happiness is due! And now, my dear 
Albert, before your name of cousin is changed 
to thatof husband, I beg of you to do what we 
spoke of here before all our assembled friends 
and ‘relatives; they possibly may be induced 
to follow our example. 

Albert. I obey with pleasure. 

(Lakes out Aunt Dinah’s Pledge.) 

Edgar. Why, Rufus, dat’s mother’s pledge. 

Rufus. I do wish it was better written: 

Dinah. Neber ‘you mind de writin’, chile. 
*Spect de blessed Lord knows de meaning’s 


good; an’ He doesn’t mind if de writin’s good i 


or bad. 

Albert. True, aunty. Listen, friends, tothe 
pledge of our old nurse. (Reads.) ‘‘ Dis is 
for everybody and all de world to distinctly 
and sartin sure to know dat de undersigned 
individuals, whose names is writ unto, and 


added, and signed to dis pledge, at de bottom ` 


of dis paper, dat we do promise, and vow, and 
swear, testify and proclaim to de whole world 
dat we never will drink nor taste spirits, wine, 
beer, ale, cider, or cordials; nor use tobacco, 
eider for snuffin’, chewin’, or smokin’, so long 
as we live, and moreover, and accordin’, we 
will not encourage any oder persons to use de 
same, but will prevent dem, if widin our 
power; and to dis pledge we sign our names, 
which we will sacredly keep; so God help and 
keep us. (Signed): Dinah Freeman; Rufus 
Freeman; Edgar Freeman, X, his mark; 
Mira Dempster ; Albert Wilson.” 

Mira. And now, dear father and friends, on 
this happy day that is to see me united to my 
dear Albert, I ask, as my wedding-present, the 
gift of your names to this paper. 

Hiram. Dearest daughter, you have shown. 
me my duty; you shall not ask in vain. I 
will not only sign, but keep the pledge. 

Miss M. And I. 

Dr. W. And I. 

Omnes. And I—and I! 

Dinah. May de good Lord bless and -pre- 
serve you all, from dis time forth for ever- 
more; may all your paths be peace and happi- 
ness; may you all live long—long and good 
lives—and may every hour of your life on dis 
airth be as joyful as you have made me feel 
at dis time by de signing of “ Aunt DINAH’s 
PLEDGE.” 


CURTAIN. 
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183 Adopted Child 

184 Love rs’ Vows 

185 Maid of the Oaks 
186 The Duenna 
187 Turnpike Gate 

188 Lady of Lyons 

189 Miss in her Teens 
190 Twelfth Night 

191 Lodoiska 

192 Earl of Warwick 

193 Fortune’s Frolics 
194 Way to keep him 
195 Braganza 
196 No Song no Supper 
197 Taming of the Shrew 
198 Spanish Student 
199 Double Dealer 
200 Mock Doctor 
201 Fashionable lover 
202 The Guardian 
203 Cain 
204 Rosina 
205 Love's Labour Lost 
206 The Hunchback 
207 The Apprentice 
208 Raising the Wind 
209 Lovers’ Quarrels 

210 Rent Day 

211 Cronohotonthologos 
212 His first champagne 
213 Pericles 

214 Robinson Crusoe 

215 He’s much to Blame 
216 Ella Rosenberg 

217 The Quaker 

218 School of Reform 
219 King Henry IV (1) 
220 Fifteen Years of a Drunk- 

ard’s Life 

221 Thomas and Sally 

222 Bombastes Furioso 
223 First Love 

224 Somnambulist 

225 All’s Well that Ends Well 
226 Lottery Ticket 

227 Gustavus Vasa 

228 Sweethearts and Wives 
229 Miller of Mansfield 
230 Black-Eyed Snsan 

231 King Henry 1V (2) 

232 The Station-House 

233 Recruiting Officer 

234 The Tower of Nesle 
235 King Henry V 

236 The Rendezvous 

237 Appearance is Against 

Them 

238 William Tell 

239 Tom Thumb 

240 The Rake’s Progress 
241 King Henry VI (1.) 
242 Blue Devils 

243 Cheats of Scapin 

244 Charles the Second 
245 Love makes the man 
246 Virginius 

247 Sbhool for Arrogance 
248 The Two Gregories 
249 King Henry VI. (2) 


250 Mrs. Wiggins 

251 Mysterious husband 
252 Heart of Midlothian 
253 King Henry VI. (3) 


` 254 Illustrious Stranger 


255 Register Office 
256 Dominique 
257 Chapter of Accidents 
258 Descarte 
259 Hero and Leander 
260 Cure for Heartache’ 
261 Siege of Damascus 
262 The Secret 
ae peat and Dumb 
64 Banks of the Hudson 
ao ane Medang Day 
augh when you can 
267 What Next ? Ie 
268 Raymond and Agnes 
269 Lionel and Clarissa, 
270 Red crow 
271 The Contrivance 
272 Broken Sword 
273 Polly Honeycomp 
274 Nell Gwynne 
275 Cymon 
276 Perfection 4 
277 Count of Narbonne 
278 Of Age To-morrow 
279 Orphan of China 
280 Pedlar’s Acre 
281 Mogul’s Tale 
282 Othello Travestie 
a Lav or Lombardy 
84 Day after the weddi 
285 The Jew ding 
286 Irish Tutor 
287 Such Things Are 
288 The Wife 
289 Dragon of Wantley 
290 Suil Dhuy 
291 Lying Valet 
292 Lily of St. Leonards: 
293 Oliver Twist 
294 The Housekeeper 
295' Child of Nature 
296 Home, Sweet Home. 
297 Which is the man? 
298 Caius Gracchus 
299 Mayor of Garratt. 
300 Woodman 
301 Midnight our 
302 Woman's Wit 
303 The Purse 
304 Votary of Wealth 
305 Life Buoy 
306 Wild Oats 
307 Rookwood. 
308 Gambler's Fate 
309 Herne the unter 
310 “Yes!” and “No!” 
311 The Sea-captain 
312 Eugene Aram 
313 Wrecker’s Daughter’ 
314 Alfred the Great 
irginia mumm; 
315 Giese 4 
316 ( My Neighbour’s wife 
( Married Bachelor 
317 Richelieu 
318 Money 
319 Ion 
320 The Bridal 
321 Paul Pry 
322 Love-chase 
323, Betas jäi 
pitalfields weaver 
324 (hice Struck 
325 Robert Macaire 
326 Country Squire 
327 Athenian Captive 
328 Barney the Baron 
Happy man 
329 Der Freischuts 





330 Hush money 

331 Hast Lynne 

332 The Robbers 

333 The Bottle 

334 Kenilworth 

335 The mountaineer 

336 Simpson and Co. 

337 A Roland for an Oliver 

338 (Ramee Twins 
Turned Head 

339 Maid of Croissey 

340 Rip Van Winkle 

341 Court Fool 

342 Uncle Tom's Cabin 

343 ‘Deaf as a Post 
Soldier’s Courtship 

344 Bride of Lammermoor 

345 Gwynneth Vaughan 

346 Esmeralda 


347 
348 Town and Country 
349 Earn Ashore 
Matteo Falcone 
350 Duchess of Malfi 
351 Naval Engagements 
852 Victorine 
353 Spectre Bridegroom 
354 Alice Gray 
355 (an Out of water 
Family Jars 
356 Rory O'More 
$57 Zarah 
358 (Love in humble Life $ 
” \15 Years of Labour Lost 
359 Dream of the Future 
360 Mrs. White 
Cherry Bounce 
361 Elder Brother 
362 open wife 
eeping Draught 
363 (Grever erni 
364 Love 
365 Fatal TAEA 
engal Tiger 
366 (in or cure 
367 Paul Clifford 4 
368 Dumb man of Manchester 
369 Sergeant's Wife 
370 Jonathan Bradford 
371 Gilderoy 
372 Diamond cut Diamond 
Philippe 
373 Legend of Florence 
374 David Copperfield 
375 Dombey and Son 
376 Wardock Kennilson 
377 Night and morning 
378 Lucretia Borgia 
379 Ernest Maltravers 
380 (Castes Barber 
Turning the Tables 
381 Poor of New York 
382 St. Mary's Eve 4 
383 Secrets worth Knowing 
384 Carpenter of Rouen 
385 Ivanhoe 
386 Taun club 
ercules 
387 (Bears not Beasts 
388 Bleak House 
389 Colleen Bawn _ 
390 The Shaughraun 
391 The Octoroon 
392 Sixteen String Jack 
393 Barnaby Rudge 
394 Cricket on the Hearth 
395 Susan Hopley 
396 Way to get married 
397 Wandering Jew 
398 Old Curiosity Shop 
399 Under.the G 
400 Jane Eyre 
401 Bairaelie Tari 
unting & Turtle 
402 (Gatohiee a Heiress 
403 (Gee Night's Rest 
Lodgings for Gentlemen 
404 TNE Wren Boys 
wiss cottage 
> (Twas 1 
406Ciari 
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7 
Sudden Thoughts 
407 (Gow to Pay the Rent 
408 Mary, Queen of Scots 
09 (Gs Culprit 
Boarding School 
g 
410 Lucille i 
‘our Sisters 
411 (Nothing to Nurse 
412 ee agate Friend 
43 ‘oung widow 
More Blunders than One 
414 Woman's Love 
415 © Widow’s Victim 
Day after the Fair 
416 The Jewess 
417 o Gentleman 
Captain is not A-miss 
418 Media 
419 (The Twins 
Uncle’s Card 
420 aa pans 
ove’s labyrinth 
pal (Ladder of love 
422 White Boys 
423 (eer of the mill 
Frederick of Prussia 
424 Mabel's curse 
425 CRoplering Predicament 
A Day in Paris 
426 Rye-house Plot 
427 Little Jockey 
428 
429 Dumb Conscript 
430 Heart of London 
431 Frankenstein 
432 Fairy Oiroa k 
Sea-bathing at home 
433 (Wrong man 
434 Farmer’s Story 
435 Lady and the Devil 
436 Vanderdecken 
437 A poor young man 
438 Gay which king? 
Tobit’s Dog 1 
439 His last legs 
440 Life of an Actress 
441 White horse of the Peppers 
442 Artist's Wife 
443 Black Domino 
444 Village Outcast 
445 Ten Thousand a-Year 
446 Beulah Spa 
447 Perils of Pippins 
448 Barrack Room 
449 Richard Plantagenet 
450 Red Rover 
451 Idiot of Heidelberg 
452 The Assignation 
453 Groves of Blarney 
454 Ask no Questions 
455 Ireland as it is 
456 Jonathan in England 
457 Inkle and Yarico 
458 Nervous man 
459 Message from the Sea 
460 Black Doctor 
461 King O'Neil he 
orty and Fi; 
462 (Tom Noddy’s Secret 
463 Irish Attorney 
464 The Camp 
465 St. Patrick’s Day 
466 Strange Gentleman 
467 Village Coquettes 
468 Life of a woman 
469 Nicholas Nickleby 
aro (8 she his wife? 
(The Lamplighter 
471 Fernande 
472 Scamps of London 
473 Jessie Brown 
474 Oscar, the half-blood 
475 Mary Ducange 
476 Narcisse 
477 Little Gerty 
478 Obi 
479 Austerlitz 
480 Grandfather's will 
481 Hidden Treasure 
482 True as Steel 
483 Self-Accusation . 


484 Crown Prince $ 
495 Yew-Tree Ruins | 


_, 486 Charles O'Malley 


Bandit 
ae (The snow helped 


Jargonelle 
488 Q marriage noose 
489 (t Pocket-book 
Twenty and Forty 
490 (ne Fair in Love 
Woman will bea woman 
491 (antes Ghost 
Hat-box 


Bow Bell(e)s 

493 (Sisaken 

ocksmitl 
ae (ooreamntens 
495 Ruth 
496 Maid of Mariendorpt 
497 The Turf 
498 Harlequin hoax 
499 Sweeney Todd 
500 My Poll & Partner Joe 
501 The King’s wager 
502 Tower of Jeo napn, 

onsieur Jacques 
p03 (Pit and counterplot 
504 The Birthday 
505 Grandfather Whitehead 
506 The Stone Jug 


-507 Jacob Faithful 


508 Jacx Ketch 
509 Bold Dragoons 
510 Remorse 
511 Old house at homa 
512 Jersey Girl 
513 Haroun Alraschid 
514 Beggar's Petition 
515 (OW2 Blue Bell 
Grimalkin 
516 aN a 
Affair-of honour 
517 (he Lancers 
518 St. Patrick's Eve 
519 Mr. Greenfinch 
520 The hall porter 
521 age ee of Tar, 
atching-making 
522 (The Dumb Belle 
523 Lucky RRT 
5 My wife’s dentist 
ges Railroad Station 
525 The Schoolfellow 
526 ‘Woman-Hater 
Comfortable Service 
527 You can't marry your 
Grandmother 
528 Rochester 
529 Golden calf 
530 Bride of Ludgate 
531 Twice Killed 
A Day well spent 
532 Tam O'Shanter 
533 Woodstock 
534 gage Ba 
ew Footman 
535 (King's Gardener 
536 Woman’s Faith 
537 
538 Joconde 
539 The Steward 
540 Evil Eye 
541 Sam Weller 
542 Tekeli 


543 
544 The Roebuck 
545 (CS Adopted A 
« Gentleman in Difficulties 
546 Wish-ton wish 
547 Nick of the woods 
548 Faith and Falsehood 
549 Lalla Rookh 


550 

551 One Fault 

552 (Jacket of Blue 
Cousin Peter 

553 Bubbles of the Day 

554 Beau Nash 

555 Pauvrette 


556 Andy Blake 

557 Blanche of Jersey 

558] Ga Dilworth 
Fellow clerk 

559 Pascal Bruno 

560 Wicklow mountains 

561 (Lhe Pic-nie 
Railway Hotel 

562 Fashionable Arrivals 

563 Water-Party 

564 Gos at the Swan 
Lucky Stars 

565 Walter Tyrrel 

566 Izaak Walton 

567 Wife's Stratagem 

568 Gace 
The Daughter 

569 Field of Forty Footstem, 

570 The wigwam 

571 Cramond Brig 

572 (GES Phenomenon 
Captain Cuttle 

573 Faust 

574 Jack in the water 

575 Man and wife 

576 A House Divided 

577 John Smith 

578 C: and Short 
Lydia's Lover's lodging 

579 I and my double 

580 Sons and Systems 

581 My old woman 

582 Life of an Actor 

583 Chancery Suit 

584 Bequeathed heart 

585 My wife—what wife? 

586 Blanche Heriot 

587 Lady of the Lake 

588 Bill Jones 

589 Americans Abroad 

590 Pleasant dreams 
Advice Gratis 

591 The Wedding Gown 

592 Dice of death 

593 The Bottle Imp 

594 Lost and won 

525 Marriage 

596 The Three Seerets 

597 Frederick the Great 

598 A libertine’s lesson 

599 Jacques Strop 

600 The Charming Polly 

601 Life's a Mea 

602 (anny, and Cleopatra 

The Party wall 

603 A cure for love 

604 Gissipus 

605 Helen Oakleigh 

606 eee Baboon 
Ourang-Outang 

607 The White Milliner 

608 Perourou 

609 The Greek Boy 

610 Robespierre f 

611 The Red Farm ` 

612 Miser’s daughter 

613 ‘Wanted, a Bngand 
Claude Duval 

614 Camille 

615 The Pride of Birth 

616 Mothers and daughers 

617 Belford castle 

618 ‘Duchess of —— 
Punch out of town 

619 Thomas A’Beckett 

620 Mazeppa 

621 Temptation 

622 Mary Melvin 

623 A Night ae Bastille 
Binks, the Bagman 

624 (Dobson and Co. 

625 The Blind Bargain 

626 Jane, the Licensed 
Victualler's daughter 

627 CRR or 

628 The Game of Love 

629 Old Maids 

630 Gustavus the Third 

631 The Weathercock 

632 Turpin's Ride to York , 


The Sergeant's Wedding 








.. 


. 633 Doves in a Cage 
- 634 Ocean of Life 
635 Nina Sforza 
636 Ga v, Pickwick 
Two Swindlers 
637 Ambrose Gwynett 
638 Hazard of the Die 
639 Peer and the Peasant 
640 One Hundred Pound Note 
641 Factory Boy 
642 Merchant and his Clerks 
643 Goes Statues 
My Sister Kate 
644 Cavalier 
645 Lottery of Life 
646 False and Constant 
647 Who'll Lend me a Wifo 
648 ’Twould Puzzle a Con- 
+ 649 Devil’s in It {juror 
650 Love’s Sacrifice 
Painter of Ghent 
651 (102 
652 Man for the Ladies 
653 You Know What 
654 Gipsy King 
655 Court and City 
656 Gertrude’s Cherries 
657 Legerdemain 
658 English Etiquette 
659 My Wife’s Mother 
660 (Bambee Lover 
Faker v. Clatter 
‘ruth 
661 (Ringdoves 
lowager 
662 Gan did you Die? 
663 Love of a Prince 
664 Fanchon, the Cricket 
665 Secretary 
666 Bringing Home the Bride 
667 Charles the First 
668 Boonsnine 
Angeline 
ge (Diksree 
670 Brian Boroihme 
671 Noyades 
672 Inez de Castro 
673 Loye, Law, and Physic 
674 Heiress of Bruges 
675 Climbing Boy 
676 (Married Rake 
Conquering Game 
677 Haunted Inn 
678 Comfortable Lodgings 
679 Two Friends 
680 French Spy 
681 Provost of Bruges 
682 Hone Bue 3 
eter Smink 
683 (ins. Smith 
684 Handy Andy 
685 Michael Erle 
686 Old Parr -~ 
687 Tarnation Strange 
688 Royal Oak 
689 Rose of Arragon 
690 Halvei, the Unknown 
691 John of Procida 
Serenading 
692 (imaate Temple 
693 Promise of Marriage 
694 Chain of Gold 
695 Beggar’s Daughter 
696 Battle of Waterloo * 
697 Phantom 
898 ED BS wee 
r ly Wife’s Ou: 
899 Gimowing a Husband 
700 Arajoon 
701 Forced Marriage 
702 Walshe ee 
ehind the Scenes 
103 (BB 
704 Linda, the Pearl of Savoy 
705 Lost Ship 
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706 Roll of the Drum 
707 Ambassador's Lady 
708 Spring and Autumn 
709 Close Siege 
710 Louison 
711 Our Village 
712 Tempter 
713 Love's Frailties 
714 Surgeon of Paris 
715 Lord Darnley 
716 School for Grown Chil- 
dren. 
717 Riches 
718 Devil in London 
M.P. for the Rotten 
719 { Borough 
Grey Doublet 
720 Leola Colomba 
721 London by Night 
722 Christmas Carol 
723 London Banker 
724 Master Humphrey’s Clock 
725 Gea 
Mayor of Rochester 
726 Game of Life 
727 Deserted Village z 
728 Old and Young Stager 
729 Follies of Fashion 
730 Romance and Reality 
731 Last Shilling 
732 Tom Bowling 
733 Love Extempore 
734 Devil on Two Sticks 
735 Maiden i Hee 
‘ow’s your Uncle 
736 (Mistaken Slory 
737 In the Wrong Box 
738 Martin Chuzzlewit 
739 Lilian, the Show Girl 
740 Man about Town 
My Friend the Captain 
741 Signal 
742 Whitefriars 
743 Young King 
744 Queen’s Champion 
745 Cæsar, the Watch-Dog 
746 Ondine Ki 
747 Comrades and Friends 
Personation 
748 fining and Cleopatra 
Married and Settled 
749 Mary Stuart 
750 acest Government 
Tis She 
751 Corsair’s Revenge 
752 Corsican Brothers 
753 Blind Boy 
754 Ben, the Boatswain 
755 Rich and Poor 
756 Dumb Guide of the Tyrol 
757 British Legion 
Rifle Brigade 
758 Love Laughs at Locksmiths 
759 Sempstress 
760 Nelson P 
761 Daughter of the Regiment 
762 Momentous Question 
763 EEN 
Sylvester Daggerwood 
764 Love and Loyalty 
765 Delusion + 
766 Quid pro Quo 
767 Charcoal Burner 
Gemini 
768 (fying in Ordinary 
769 Rose of Ettrick Vale 
770 Ges de Sham 
My Valet and I 
771 Dream of Fate 
772 E Beware 
Pink of Politeness 
(73 Aucestrena 
s he Jealous? 
774 (Three and the Deuce ' 
775 Loss of the Royal George 


ed, and printed from the Original Wo: 
on, Amateurs, and others, this editi 


“776 (Ge at an Inn. P 


Gentleman in Black 
777 Double Gallant 
778 ‘Aldgate Pump 
Bump of Benevolence 
779 Philosophers of Berlin 
780 Tale of Two Cities 
781 ene anna 
“Queer Subject 
782 ( Deeds of Dreadful Note 
783 Youthful Queen 
784 Teddy the Tiler 
(Born to Good Luck 
785 Hard Times 
786 Spare Bed 
787 Wager 
788 Fair Rosamond 
789 Notoriety 
790 Factory Strike 
791 Point of Honour 
792 Shakspeare’s Early Days 
793 Folly as it Flies 
794 St. Clair of the Isles 
795 Mutiny at the Nore 
796 John Overy 
797 Two Fishermen of Lynn 
798 Mysterious Stranger 
799 Education 
800 Don Cæsar de Bazan 
801 Single Life 
802 Married Life 
803 pee Sea 
ur Mary Anne 
Sot (Mischie! Making 
805 Agnes de Vere 
806 Wreck Ashore 
807 Bigne erok 
hocking Events 
808 (Dead Shot 
809 Lesson for Ladies 
810 Love and Murder 
811 Rural Felicity 
812 Presumptive Evidence 
813 Poor Jack 
814 Abelard and Heloise 
815 Duchess de la Vaubaliere 
816 (ane Jones 
Christening 
817 Isabel 
818 May Queen 
819 Chimes ' 
820 Home Again 
821 Henriette, the Forsaken 
822 GE Lion 
Brother Tom. 
823 Rake and his Pupil 
824 Pet of the Petticoats 
825 Marianne, the Child of 
Charity 
826 Toodles 
827 Green Bushes 
828 Don Juan 19 
829 Last Days of Pompeñ 
830 Luke the Labourer 
831 Death Fetch 
832 Maid of Athens 
833 Beggar Boy of Brussels 
834 Scholar h 
835 Forgery 
836 Uncle John 
837 Ellen Wareham 
838 Open House 
839 Second Thoughts lat-Law 
840 Nicholas Flam, Attorney- 
841 Snakesin the EA TAN 
23, John Street, elphi 
842 (Thimble Rig 
843 Sheriff of the Country 
844 Happiest Day of My Life ` 
845 Weak Points 
846 Good Husbands 
Good Wives __ 
047 Duchess de la Valliere 
8 Damon and Pythias 
(Two Queens 


make 





849 Dame de St. Tropes 
850 Husband at Sight 
851 Time Works Wonders 
852 Ga: in the Dark 
Match in the Dark 
853 How to Grow Rich 
854 King of the Alps 
855 Our New Goyerness - 
856 Victorine i 
857 Mysterious Familý 
858 Hasty Conclusions 
859 Leah the Forsaken 


: 860 Ladies’ Battle 


861 Jacopo the Bravo 
862 Peter Bell the Waggoner 
863 The Bear-Hunters 
864 Josephine, the Child of 
4 the eee 
‘opping the Question 
865 ERE Turtles [Pail 
866 ‘Maid with the Milking 
Billy Taylor 
867 Theodore the Brigand 
868 Cabdriver 
869 Follies of a Night, 
870 Secret Service 
871 Charles the Twelfth 
872 Doom of Marana 
873 Cin Girl 
Pleasant Neighbour 
874 Spanish Curate 
875 Vampire 
876 Brigand 
877 Child of the Wreck 
Faint Heart Never Won 
878 { Fair Lady 
Peculiar Position 
879 Merchant’s Wedding, 
880 Woman Never Vext 
rip to Kissengen 
881 ( Garrick Fever 
882 Who’s your Friend ? 
883 Court Favour 
884 Regent 
885 Ransom 
886 Paris ra London 
Hasty Conclusion 
887 (Handsome Husband 
888 Two Figaros 
889 Gre Question 
Printer’s Devil 
890 Grist to the Mill 
891 Green-Eyed Monster 
892 Reputation 3 b 
Captain of the Watch 
893 (Promotion Q 
894 Returned “ Killed ” 
s95 ( Loan of a Lover 
; (Somebady Else 
896 Duin the Pare aes 
Daughter, Sir 
897 (MY Great Aunt 


` 998 (Ge Beauties 


Peter and Paul 
899 Gers 

My Friend, the Governor 
900 Bonnie Prince Charlie 
901 Memoirs of the Devil 
902 Ruy Blas 
903 The Delinquent 
904 Chain of Guilt 
905 tile as It Is 

ne Hour 

906 (Matrimony 
307 Smuggler Boy 
908 Exchange no Robbery 
909 Freemason 
910 Simon Lee 
911 Dramada a 

All at Coventry 
ga (Poor Soldier 
913 Dream Spectre 
314 (He Lies like Truth 
State Secrets 
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AUNT DINAH’S PLEDGE, 


ACT I. 


SCENE I.—Initerior of Aunt Dinah’s Cottage. 
Table set for supper. 
MIRA DEMPSTER and MISS MARVIN 
discovered. DINAH attending. 


Mira, My dear Miss Marvin, you do not do 
justice to Aunt Dinah’s good fare. She will 
Be dipleased if you slight her excellent hot 
cakes. 

Miss M. I should ‘be sorry to do so, but I 
have partaken most heartily of your enjoyable 
repast. Indeed, I have a better appetite when 
Isit myself down to the good things of life 
prepared by Aunt Dinah, to satisfy the cray- 
ings of hunger, than at any other time. 

Dinah. Bless de pretty faces of my dear 
young ladies, jus’ you eat ’em all up, dar’s 
nuff more in de oven; but I’se gwine to axa 
favour o’ you, Miss Marvin. . 

Miss M.. What is it, Dinah? I am sure I 
shall not refuse any request you can make. 

Dinah. Well, it’s ’bout dat dar chile o’ 
mine; dat boy Edgar; he’s been workin’ 
*round, doin’ chores for de neighbours all de 
summer, and he’s saved all his earnings, and 
wants to learn all de-sciences ob readin’, 
writin’, an’ ’rithmyplication ; an’ seein’, miss, 
as how you’se just come from Boston, and set 
up academy for learning de young ’deers to 
shoot, he, dat’s de chile Edgar, axed me to ax 
you, dat is, you see, miss, if you could look 
over de poor chile’s black skin, an’ teach him 
to Varn scholarship. I told him ’s how Pd ax 
you, an’ dat’s what I axes. 

Miss M. You wish him to receive an educa- 
tion, and desire me to teach him; is that it, 
Aunt Dinah ? 

Dinah. Dat’s de idee, miss. You see, it’s 
a solemncholy fac’ dat poor cullud pussins isn’t 
looked upon as humans by some folks, ’cos dey 
doesn’t know nuffin’; now, if you can Parn 
him eddication, dey’ll be a chance for him to 
make his way on dis sublunary spear, ’s well 
as white folks, 

Mira. Take charge of him, I beg, Miss Mar- 
vin; and I have not the slightest doubt but he 





will do honour to your teaching, and become 
an apt scholar. 

Miss M. Well, Aunt Dinah, I have no pre- 
judice on account of colour, having been 
taught by my dear parents that we should look 
upon every child of Adam as a brother or sis- 
ter of the earth, each dependent upon the one- 
Universal Father, who is in heaven; and 
therefore I will cheerfully undertake the task. 

Dinah, T’ankee, t’ankee, Miss Marvin ; 
you’se a true Christian, you is, and talks jes’ 
like de ole Bible, what Tye heard de parson 
read Sundays ! s 

Miss M. I should like, however, to see my, 
future pupil. Can you not bring him in ? You 
have no objection, Mira ? 

Mira. You have my permission. 
bring Edgar in. i 

Dinah. Bress you, miss, PI do dat same 
right away, to onct, immediately. 


Aunty, 


[Egzit, 1. m. 

Mira. Poor old Aunt Dinah! She is a good 
and conscientious Christian, and does, in her 
humble station in life, all the good it is possible 
to accomplish, educating her children to the 
best of her ability in paths of religion and 
temperance. 

Miss M. Temperance? Surely children have 
no desire for intoxicating drinks? They have 
not, at so early an age, a taste for liquor ? 

Mira. (Laughing.) I had forgotten you 
have not yet seen the children. Here comes 
Dinah, with the child Edgar. 


Re-enter DINAH, L. H., followedty 
EDGAR, a very large and tail negro. 


Dinah. Hold up your head, chile, dar’s de 3 


young pusson what’s consumed de ’sponsibility 
of teaching you de sciences of readin’, writin’, 
and ’rithmyplication. Here he is, miss—here’s 
de chile. 

Miss M. (Surprised, and smiling.) Child! 
Why, he’s a man! 

Dinah. Shoo, go away, miss; he’s nuffin’ 
more’n a baby ! 

. Miss M. Well, Edgar, you desire to become 


‘a scholar ? 





A 
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_ Edgar. Yes, mum; I jus’ does. 
Miss M. What have you learned, Edgar? 
‘ Dinah. Bress de Lord, miss ; the chile don’t 
know nuffin’ yet, he don’t. 
Edgar. Yes, I does, too. 
Miss M. Let me hear what you know. 
Edgar. Well, fust dar’s great A, little 
a, r, 0, n—dat’s one; an’ den’ I knows some 
poemtry ; and all ’bout de building ob de uni- 
versé. 
Mira. Why, Edgar, you possess more ac- 
complishments than I imagined ! 
Dinah. No trouble ’bout his ’plishments ; 
dat chile picks up anyt’ng, he does. 
Miss M. Well, let me hear your poetry. 
Edgar. (Assuming a serio-comic attitude.) 
Yes, mum. 


Adam was the fust man, an’ Eve, he was the 
. toder. 

And Cain he was a wicked cuss, ’cos he killed, 
his broder. 

De worl’ was made in six days, an’ finished 
on the sebenth, 

But, ’cordin’ to de contract, it ought to bin de 
elebenth ; 

But de carpenters got drunk, an’ de mason’s 
wouldn’t work, 

So de quickest way to end it was to fill it up 
wid dirt. 


Mie M: } Gaughing.) Good—very good! 

Dinah. Dar, yousee, young ladies, he knows 
sumthin’, dat chile does! 

Miss M. Well, Edgar, if you will come to 
me to-morrow, we will commence the rudi- 
ments. 

Dinah. De rudimans! Dere, chile, your 
fortin’s good as made! Tink 0’ dat! De 
young lady’s gwine to larn ye de rudimans. 
Make a bow, chile—make a bow! 

_. Edgar. Thank ye, miss—thank ye! Pll just 
get dem rudimans soon, I will. 

~~ Mira. Now, having secured you a school- 
` mistress for Edgar, we will leave you. Come, 
Miss Marvin! 


[Exeunt Mira and Miss Marvin, R. H. 
Dinah. No trouble about her; she’ll larn 


you. ` 
Edgar. Yes; and when I knows dem rudi- 
mans, Ise gwine to Boston. Maybe Mr. 
Dempster will have work for me dare. 

Dinah. What you talkin’ ’bout? Does he 
want you? 

Edgar. He said sumthin’ ’bout it when he 
was here de last time. 

Dinah. Stop dat—stop dat, chile! I’d bury 
you, an’ dig de grave wid dese old hands ’fore 
I’d let you work for Hiram Dempster. 





Edgar. What’s de reason? What’s his 
business ? : 3 

Dinah. You’ve heard about it. 

Edgar. Yes; I’ve heard. 

Dinah. Den what you ax me for ? 

Edgar. ’Cos I want to know if what folks 
say is true. Dey sez he keeps a liquor-store, 
where people drink, and sing, an’ play cards. 

Dinah. Dat’s de solum truff; so don’t you 
say nothin’ more ’bout workin’ for him. 

Edgar. I’s often seen Miss Mira cryin’. 
it because of dat? 

Dinah. ’Pears we've all got troubles. Course 
she loves her fader ; but he’s a bad man, allers 
fightin’ ’gainst de Lord. Whar’s Rufus? 
You go tell Rufus to come right here, an’ 
fotch de ole Bible along. 

Edgar. De Bible! What’s dat for? 

Dinah. Neber you mind till it’s fotched. Go 
*long right away. 

Edgar. Yes, moder ; I’s off. 


Is 


[Erit L. H. 
Dinah. Dat air man Dempster’s comin’ 
here; and now I axes de good Lord in Hebben 
to gib dis poor ignorant ole culled pusson de 
strenf an’ de courage an’ de ’bility to make a 
promise my boys will stand to and abide by— 
dat’ll keep der hearts in de right place while 
on dis airth, an’ secure der precious souls in 
de world to come for eberlastin’ arter death ! 


Re-enter EDGAR, t., followed by RUFUS (a 
crippled negro), carrying a Bible. 


Edgar. Here, moder—here’s Rufus. 

Rufus. An’ here’s de Bible. 

Dinah. Now, you two children, just listen 
to de words of yer old black moder. Hiram 
Dempster’s coming here, and along o’ him dat 
young scapegrace, dat nasty, *bacca-chawing, 
cigar-smoking, liquor-drinking, cousin o’ my 
pretty white bird, Miss Mira—Albert Wilson ; 
an’ I wants you to make me a promise. 

Rufus. What promise? 

Dinah. Will you make it, bofe of you? 

Edgar. I don’t know about dat. 

Dinah. Dunno ’bout what your old moder 
axes. Den I tell you what ’tis: I dosen’t 
want you ever to drink wine, beer, or liquor 
—not even cider; nor use dat nasty tobacca 
in any way at all—never, never, never! 
Dat’s what I want you to promise me. 

Edgar. Is dat all? I promise dat easy 
enough. 

Rufus. And so do I. 

Dinah. And you’ll neber break dat pro- 
mise? 

ee } Never—never ! ` 

Dinah. Den, Rufus, you take dat ere pen, 
ink, and paper, and you write down just 
what I’m gwine to tole you. (Rufus goes to 
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table, sits, and prepares to write. Dinah 
dictates.) Dis is for everybody and all de 
world to distinctly and sartin sure to know 
dat the undersigned individooals whose 
names is writ unto, and added and signed to 
dis pledge at the bottom of dis paper, dat 
we do promise and vow, and swear and tes- 
tify, and proclaim to de ole world dat we 
never will drink nor taste sperrits, wine, 
beer, ale, cider, or cordials, nor use tobacco 
eider for snuffing, chewing, or smoking so 
long as we live. And moreover and ac- 
cordin’ we will not encourage any oder per- 
sons to use de same, but will prevent dem, if 
widin our power; and to dis pledge we sign 
our names, which we will sacredly keep. So 
God help and keep us! (A good deal of comic 
spelling and ad libitum business may be 
introduced while the above is being writ- 
ten.) Give me de pen, Rufus. I isn’t 
much of a writer; but dere’s a D, i, n, a, h— 
Dinah, F, r, e, e, m, a, n—Freeman; and 
dat’s your ole moder’s name to de pledge, 
what she’ll keep as long as de good Lord keeps 
her on airth. 

Rufus. (Writes.) And dere’s my name, 
number two. 

Edgar. An’ here goes for number t’ree! 
Dis chile can’t write jest yet; but dar’s:my 
mark, an’ soon as Miss Marvin learns me de 
rudimans, Ise gwine to put my name on top 
o’ dat mark as big as dis nigga’s foot, an’ 
jest sed strong, too, as when it lights on a June 

ug! 


Enter MIRA, R. H. 


Mira. Why, Aunt Dinah, what are you and 
the boys doing ? 

Dinah. I’se bin, Miss Mira, a-g’ardin ag’in 
temptation, honey, for my boys; dat’s what 
we've been a-doin’. We've been an’ gone an’ 
signed a pledge, dat’s what we’se done, an’ 
we've put our names to it an’ our marks; an’ 
we're gwine to keep it, too, so long as de 
blessed Lord gives us the strength. 

Edgar. Dat’s it, Miss Mira; an’ it won’t 
be no use ob dat dere young dandy cousin 
coming here from Boston axin’ me to do 
chores for him, an’ offering me cigars an’ 
bacca, and rum, ’cos dis chile’s a temperance 
*ciety, he is. 

Rufus. We doesn’t mean no offence to you, 
Miss Mira, ’cos moder, an’. Edgar, an’ me, 
an’ all of us loves you; bus we’se made up 
our minds dat if your uncle Hiram Dempster 
an’ Mr. Albert comes here a-offering us t’ings 
an’ a-leadin’ us into temptation, we’se goin’ to 
refuse de t’ings. 

Edgar. An’ we isn’t a-goin’ to be led into 
temptation to serve King Whiskey in dis yere 


world and King Beelzebub, de ole black sar-! 


pint, the devil, inthe next. Dat’s all de fac’, 
miss. j 

Mira. Xou appear excited, all of you. Let 
me see the cause. t 

Dinah. ’Tain’t no cause, miss; it’s de 
pledge, my pledge—Aunt Dinah’s Pledge— 
an’ here it is. (Gives it to Mira.) 

Mira. (Reads it.) Oh, Aunt Dinah, I am 
so happy that you should have done this! 
Now give me the pen. (Writes her name.) 
There is my name added to Aunt Dinah’s 


Pledge. 

Dinah. Glory hallelujah! Tank the 
blessed Lord! It’s the proudest day of old 
Dinah Freeman’s life to see your name on 
dat ere temperance pledge. 

Mira, It shall not be my fault if there are 
not a number there before long. But listen. 
My uncle and Albert are coming—I expect . 
them every minute; so bustle about, Aunt 
Dinah, and get ready your nicest supper. 
You know Uncle Hiram likes your good cook- 
ing. a 

Dinah. Yes, I knows dat; but he mus’n’t 
fool wid me a-smoking his nasty ’bacca round 
my kitchen. Come, move off dese t’ings an’ 
sot de table, you boys, while I go an’ get some 
hot coffee, and cakes, and chops, and. sas- 
sages, and fry some fish an’ broil some steak, , 
so de folks can have somethin’ good to. eat; 
*spect dey’s half-starved livin’ away off dere 
in Bostin, where dey don’t get nuffin to eat 
unless it’s spoilt wid de stench of rum an’ 
molasses an’ gin, an’ nasty ’bacca smoke. PI 
gib ’em somethin’ healthy dat’ll stick to deir 
ribs, I will. Come, go ahead, you boys; and 
gib me dat paper, Miss Mira. ¿ 

Takes paper, and exit, u.: Rufus and 
Edgar follow with plates, &c. 


Enter HIRAM DEMPSTER and ALBERT, 
R. H. 

Hiram. My dear daughter, I am delighted. 
to see you. . (Embraces her.) 

Mira. My dear father, I am so glad you 
have come. 

Albert. Cousin Mira, you eclipse yourself— 
you grow handsomer every time I-see you. 
Milk and cold water must agree with you. 

Mira. They do. It might be well. for. you 
to try their effect upon yourself. 

Albert. Not at present, thank 
here comes Aunt Dinah! 


Re-enter DINAH and EDGAR with supper, 
which they arrange on table. 

Hiram. Aunt Dinah, I’m delighted to see 
you, and you, too, Edgar. Come, ‘let us set 
to; I’ve a sharp appetite—(they sit)—and 
shall do justice to your excellent fare. By 
Jove, this coffee is magnificent! You might 


you. Ah, 


wW 
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make a fortune, Aunt Dinah; if you were to 
: oo a coffee saloon in Boston. This is per- 
ect. 
Dinah. ’Spect de good cream helped to 
make it; but I’se gwine to fetch little Charley 
` —’spect you wants to see him. 
. Hiram, Certainly ; bring him in at once. 
ks [Evit Dinah, u. H. 
Mira. My brother Charles has grown ex- 
eeedingly since you last saw him, 


Re-enter DINAH, leading CHARLES. 


_ Hiram. My dear boy, you look splendid. 
How you have grown—almost a man! You 
will soon be able to help me in my business in 
‘Boston. See; here is a present I have brought 
you. j (Gives him a watch.) 

Chas. Thanks, my dear father. Oh, Mira, 
sister, see what a beautiful gold watch ! 

Mira. An elegant present ! 

Hiram. I have not forgotten you, my 
daughter. Here is one for you, and to-mor- 
row there will arrive a box, filled with books, 
which will make quite an. addition to your 
library. 

Mira. Oh, father, you are too good ! 

` Hiram. Impossible to be too good to a'kind 
and dutiful daughter ; and, Aunt Dinah; I’ve 
not forgotten -your kindness to my poor 
motherless children—here’s a little purse for 


ou. 
Faia ’ Spect dis yere’s more’n enough to 
pay me. Dem child’en’s no trouble to me; 
but I wants you to let my boy Edgar alone. 

Hiram. Your boy! Why, I have not 
troubled him, Aunt Dinah. I think so much 
of you, that last time I was here I offered him 
a situation, with good wages, at my place in 
Boston. 


Dinah. Dat's just what I don’t want you’ 


todo, Idoesn’t want no chile o° mine going 
up to dat place, to larn to drink and smoke 
hell-fire and destruction to his soul. 

Hiram. Why, Dinah, there’s not much 


danger of hell-fire and destruction by his being, 


with me; my place is patronized by the first- 
class solid men of Boston. 

Dinah. Don’t know nuffin ’bout dat, but I 
don’t want my boy to go dar. y . | 

Hiram. Just as you say, aunty. I’m willing 
to oblige you any way. Mira, I will take a 
stroll, The evening is delightful, and while 
here I intend to enjoy the country air. 

{Exit Dinah, L. H., with tray. 

Albert. (Takes out cigar-case.), Meantime, 
Pll enjoy a cigar. Come, Charley, have you 
smoked your first cigar yet? It is time you 
were beginning to learn some of the manly 
habits. * 

Mira. (Interposing.) You will oblige me by 
not talking to my brother in that manner. 


x 


He will never be a man if-one of the requisites 
is to be a smoker, 
[Erit, R., with Charley. 


Hiram. You must let the boy alone, Albert, 
It annoys Mira, and displeases me. 

Albert. No harm done, I guess. He might 
as well learn to smoke now as any time. 

Hiram. I wish he might never learn. 

Albert. (Surprised.) I thought you believed 
in smoking. This is the first time I ever 
heard you speak against it. You had no ob- 
jection to my learning. i ‘ 

Hiram, Perhaps I didn’t; but you were not 
a baby. 

Albert. I see the difference. I suppose my 
father loved me as well as you love Charley. 
If he had lived, I might have been better. 
But I shall get through the world soon—a 
short life and a merry one for me. No use 
for us to quarrel. Here, take a cigar. 

Ritam. Not at present. I’m going to join 
Mira, and she objects to` smoking ; and now I 
am here, I can’t do less than respect. my 
daughter’s prejudices, 

(Exit, R. 


Albert, Prejudices! Ha, ha, ha! If my 
parents were living, my prejudices would most 
likely have been’ respected also;- but Uncle 
Dempster, though he has encouraged me to 
drink and smoke—me; his only sister’s only 
son-discourages the same things in his son, 
my cousin. No matter—here comes Edgar; 
and now for some fun. s 


Enter EDGAR, L. H. 


Hallo, Edgar, my buck! Why, you’ve grown 
to be a perfect giant! Take a.cigar. 

Edgar. No, tank you, Mr. Albert; dis chile 
never smokes. 

Albert. Never smoked in your life? 

Edgar. Never tried it but once, and den it 
made dis chile so sick, I t’ought my insides 
was Long Island Sound in a’ gale o’ wind, an’ 
dat I was a dismasted oyster-boat tryin’ to get 
out. Dat answered for me; I doesn’t want 
no more such stuff. ‘ 

Albert. Don’t give it’ up so; try again. 
One loses’ half the pleasuré in life if he don’t 
know how to enjoy a good cigar. ‘Come, take 
one. 

Edgar. No, siree; dis chile neber ‘goin’ to 
use tobacco while he lives. Guess I can find 
somethin’ better to do dan turn my mouth into 
a smoke-stack, like a dirty ole steamboat 


funnel. 
[Erit, R. 


Albert. We shall see, darkey. There’s 
more ways than one to bring a fellow like you 
to terms. baie € 

f [Erit, R. E, 


F 
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SCENE IIL.—A Landscape, in first grooves. 


Enter MIRA, R. H. 


Mira. The temptation that I feared has 
come at last, in the shape, too, of one whom I 
should love, for his dear mother’s sake, bat 
must avoid, for my own and that of my dear 
brother Charley. Poor Charley! I promised 
our sainted mother, when she lay upon her 
dying bed, to watch over, to guard and protect 
you, her youngest son and only boy! That 
promise I have hitherto most faithfully kept, 
and, with heaven’s kind aid, I will still adhere 
to; but with a cousin who brings his intem- 
perate habits into this calm retreat, where all 
is peace and joy, countenanced, too, by my 
father, whose daily business is the dealing out 
of the accursed poison which brutalizes the 
mind, and reduces man to a degradation in- 
ferior to that of the lowest animals, the task, 
I fear, is hard; but it is noble, and I will not 
shrink from the difficulty. Here I vow to 
use my soul’s endeavour to rescue my father 
and my cousin from the besetting sin of 
drunkenness. 


Enter ALBERT, R. H. 


Albert. What, ruralizing, Cousin Mira? 
I’ve been seeking you to ask you to take a ride 


with me. You must not)» mope alone, now 
that I’m here. ; 

Mira. You must excuse me, Albert. Iam 
too busy, 


Albert. Too busy! If you do ‘not wish to 
go with me, say so. There is no harm in 
speaking the truth. 

Mira. To be plain with you, then, cousin, I 
don’t wish to go riding with you. (Albert is 
going.) Stay, Albert! 

Albert. Why should I remain? I know you 
hate the sight of me, but I am what your 
father has made me. I tell you, Mira Demp- 
ster, there will come a day of reckoning for 
us all.) I don’t blame you. I am not fit to 
come into your presence, but I am better 
than your father ! 

Mira. Oh, Albert, that may be! My heart 
is almost broken when I think of the wrong 
there is and has been in our family. Mother 


hoped I would try and save, you—she loved ! 


you, Albert. Oh, for her sake, be persuaded 
to act differently ! 

Albert. I wish I could, Mira; I hate and 
despise myself, more than you can, but Iam 
bound for a goal, and shall reach it soon. 

Mira, What goal? 

Albert. I had better not tell you. It might 
have an unpleasant effect upon your nerves. 
I am bound now for a ride with you, or with- 
out you—which shall it be? 








Mira. Without me. 
so good-bye. { 

Albert. ’Spect not, as Aunt Dinah says; 
so good-bye! [Erit Mira, R. H. She's 
gone, and I am left alone, to despise my- 
self even as she despises me, for, the folly 
I have committed in becoming a slave to the 
bottle. Well, well, it’s no use my. grieving. 
What’s done cannot be undone; and if I’m 
going headlong to ruin, Uncle Dempster is 
the cause. He it was that first taught me to 
taste of the syren cup that lures me on to 
that ruin I feel that I am fast approaching, 
and which I cannot avoid. Destruction, death 
stares me in the face! Well, let them. drag 
me to perdition. I dare them both, and thus 
defy the world! (Drinks from flask.) So, 
that puts courage in my heart, and I feel a 
man once more, 


Enter EDGAR, R.H. , 


Edgar. Massa Albert, de horse is already 
put in de light waggon, but I tell you what, 
sir, you best be mighty careful o’ dat critter 
—he’s awful rumpustious; he’s been skitting 
round like mad, he has. 

Albert. Oh, never fear! I’m not afraid of 
any horse Lever saw. Are you afraid of him, 
Edgar? i 

Edgar. Well, no, sir, no; I’se not afraid— 
not exactly afraid, dis chile isn’t, but just a 
leetle scared o° dat skittish horse. I 

Albert. Well, here’s something to. put cou- 
rage in you, my boy. I’ve a bottle of cider 
here. (Taking out wine flask.) 

Edgar. Nice looking cider dat.) ©. + 

Albert. (Smiling.) Nice tasting cider, too, 
Edgar. (Drinks.) “Try some. ih j 

Edgar. No, sar, none for dis chile, t’ank 


ye. i= 

Albert. (Angrily.) You shall drink it. Are 
you better than I, that. you refuse: my hospi- 
tality? You refused a cigar from my hands 
this morning, but you sha’n’t be such a fool 
as to refuse a drink, RAG 4 

Edgar. Massa Albert, -I isa fool, and Ihas 
refused. pita piss Pete 

Albert. No matter; you.shall drink it, for 
all that. rere ar Oe lie 

Edgar. No, I wont! © A T j 

Albert. Come, take it; there’s no harm in 
drinking cider. vi 

Edgar. You are sure dat’s cider? + 

Albert. Yes; do you doubt.it? 

Edgar. No, sar, I wouldn’t doubt. a gem- 
man’s word at all, but I was. gwine to. ob- 
serve dat dat cider’s got de biggest smell of 
New England rum I ever'seen!  . ; 

Albert. Why, you infernal, lying nigger—— 

Edgar. Stop dar.: I may be a nigger— 
dat’s what God Almighty made me—but I’se 


I can do you no good; 


8 n 
not a liar, an’ if you calls me dat again, 
PI jest pitch you on top o’ dat ar tree, for 
de crows to pick at—yes, siree. 

Albert, Can’t you take a joke. 

Edgar. Yes, Massa Albert—I can take a 
joke, an’ gib one back again, too; and if you 
gibs dis chile de lie any more, I’ll just butt 
dis yar woolly head ag’in your os frontis, and 
Tl make you see more stars dan you can in 
de hebbens, on a clear frosty night. Nigga, 
eh—a lyin’ nigga! Ise just a good mind to 
get mad. But jus’ you keep a drinkin’ dat ’ere 
hell-fire and destruction p’ison stuff, an’ I'll 
have revenge enough! Shoo, go along, white 
man; your breff’s too strong for dis nigga; 
de smell of de rum’ll kill all God’s A’mighty’s 
pretty flowers if you stay around here much; 
yes, sir! 

[Ewit, angrily, R. H. 

Albert. They’ve made a dead set against me 
here—all of them, it seems. Well, a couple 
of days more of country life, and then hurrah 
for fun and frolic in Boston! 

[Exit, L. H. 


SCENE III. — Third grooves. A Parlour. 
sofa, ©.; chairs, R. and L. 


Enter HIRAM, R., meeting DINAH, L. 


.Dinah. Oh, Mister Dempster — de good 
Lord save us—here’s dreadful news ! 

Hiram. What is it—speak ? 

Dinah. De hoss is thrown Master Albert 
out of the waggon, an’ broke ’em all to bits. 

Hiram. Who—what’s broke all to bits— 
the horse, the waggon, or Albert? 

Dinah. No, sar; not the hoss, but that poor 
sinful young man, Master Albert. He’s done 
broke his arms, an’ his legs, an’ de good Lord 
only knows what: and here dey’re coming, 
carrying de poor, poor, sinful critter. 


Enter RUFUS and EDGAR, L. H., carrying 
in ALBERT, wounded, followed by DR. 
WARING, MIRA, and CHARLEY. 


Dr. W. Asad acc'dent, Mr. Dempster; the 
head and face frightfully contused, and the 
right arm and leg fractured; he willneed long 
and careful nursing. ` 

Hiram. Be assured that nothing shall be 
lacking on my part to aid in his speedy reco- 
very to health. 

Dinah. ’Spect dere be a hard pull, honey ; 
but de good Lord knows. Trust ole aunty. 

Dr. W. It will be a hard case to pull him 
through. If it was your boy he’d come out 
as good as.new;. but this young man has lived 
too fast He’ll learn a lesson now! Mr. Demp- 
ster, not a drop of stimulant must pass his lips. 

Mira. Oh, doctor, will he get well? 


\ 
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Dr. W. Can’t say, my dear Miss Dempster ; 
his habits are terribly against him. I must 
leave him for the present. Use careful watch, 
for on that, more than on my skill, depends 
his life or death. 

Hiram. He shall be well taken care of, 
doctor. Oh, my poor nephew, that I should 
ever see him thus stricken down! You cannot 
know how terribly I feel this blow. It has 
opened my eyes to errors which I would now 
gladly repent of. ` 

Dr. W. Nouse to borrow sorrow, sir. Cheer 
up, take good care of your nephew, and leave 
him to the hands of Him who doeth all things 
well. Come, Edgar, get my horse. Good- 
day, Mr. Dempster; your servant, miss. 

[Exeunt Dr. Waring, Edgar, and 
Rufus, L. H. 


Hiram. (Aside.) Poor boy! How.doI re- 
pent the errors to which my example has led 
him! If he should die—die, someone will 
demand his property. How can I restore it? 
The thought is maddening. I must not—dare 
not—think of it! He must, he shall recover. 
Mira, your presence here is useless. Come, 
my daughter ; let us leave the poor sufferer to 
the motherly eare of Aunt Dinah. 

Mira. Let me stay with him, father. I 
should never forgive myself for the harsh 
words I spoke to him this morning, were he to 
die without being conscious of my repentance. 
Do let me remain, I beg of you. 

Dinah. Let de chile stay; she can’t do no 
harm. 

Hiram. Well, be it as: you will, Dinah. If 
anything is wanting I shall be within call. 

[Erit, R. H. 

Dinah. Come, honey, don’t you cry; jus’ 
you trust dis chile. Ole aunty knows how to 
take care o’ sick folks, an’ how to nuss ’em 
good—I jes’ does dat. He’ll come round all 
right. 

Mira. Oh, pray heaven he may, for I spoke 
so harshly to him this morning, when I should 
have endeavoured, in a kindly spirit, to have 
shown him the dangerous path to destruction 
in which he has been so young a traveller ! 

Dinah. Don’t you take on so, pet; be:quiet, 
an de good Lord will set all t’ings to rights 
ye 


Mira. (Looking at Albert.) Alas, alas, my 
poor cousin, how my heart bleeds for you; 


‘and, oh, how guilty must my conduct appear in 


the eyes of heaven! My duty was to have 
atoned for my father’s conduct towards you, 
and not to have reproached you for the wrongs 
he, my parent, led you to commit. (Kneels.) 
Hear me, oh, Heavenly Father, and grant my 
prayer, that my poor orphaned cousin may 
be restored to health and'strength. And here 
I devote myself, from this moment, to the 


AUNT DINAH’S PLEDGE. i 9 
Never will I relax ı helpless cripple, dying in the flower PE my 


holy cause of temperance. 
my exertions till my father resigns the ac- 
cursed trade of rum-selling and dram-drink- 
ing. Never will I cease until I see my father 
a convert to temperance, and his name affixed 
to ‘‘ Aunt Dinah’s Pledge.” 


END OF ACT I. 


ACT I. 
SCENE I.—A Chamber. 


ALBERT discovered in bed. AUNT DINAH 
watching. 


Albert. Where am I? What has happened ? 

Dinah. Bless de good Lord, he’s spoke at 
last! You’s all right now, Master Albert; 
only jus’ you bey orders, an’ you’ll soon be on 
your feet again. 

Albert. Oh, I remember now—the frolic, the 
accident! What made you try to patch me 
up? Iam of no use in this world. 

Dinah. ’ Spect the good Lord knows. He'll 
call you to count some time; ’pears like you’ ve 
had a warning. 

Albert. I should think I have ; a serious one, 
too; and if there was any good left in me I 
should heed it. 

h. You mean dat, chile? 
Albert. Yes, I do; but I don’t suppose it 
ible to find any guod about me. 
Dinah. *Spect de Lord knows about dat. 
f you ask him he’ll make you all good. 
Albert. I ask him? You forget, Aunt 
Dinah, you are talking to a reprobate. 

Bian I dun know what dat means, but 
*spect it’s something bad. I knows I’s talkin’ 
to a sinner, what de good Saviour died for, 

Albert. Mother used to talk to me about the 
Saviour, and so did Aunt Maria, till I refused 
to hear. 






. 


Dinah. 'Twould been better, chile, to minded |` 


’em. ’Pears like you might. 

Albert. I might, but I wouldn’t, and I must 
take the consequence of my fault. How much 
longer must I lay here? I am becoming a 
baby again. 

Dinah. (Crying.) Poor boy, poor chile! 

Albert. Don’t mind me, Aunt Dinah. I’m 
not worth a single tear, but I thank you truly 
for your kindness. 

Dinah. (Giving him drink.) Dere, jus’ you 
drink dis, an’ a to sleep—so—dere—I’ ll step 
ae a little. 

[Hwit, L. H. 

Albert. And is this to be the end of a life so 
auspiciously commenced—with wealth and a 
bright future before me? I had all that heart 
could wish for, and now, see the result—a 


j 


youth—dying! Oh, heavens, must I die? 
When I look upon my past misspent life, F 
dare not think of death without dreading the 
future. Should it please heaven to restore 
me once again to health, by the memory of 
my sainted mother, I vow never again to taste 
intoxicating drink. And if, as now I firmly 
do believe, the spirits of our departed ones 
can look from the cerulean walls of heaven 
upon poor mortals here upon earth, and hear 
our promises of penitence, spirit of my mother 
hear and help me to keep my promise. 

Mira. (Has entered during the latter part 
of this speech and kneels,) Grant it, Poey 
Father of Heaven ! 

Albert. Mira, you here? j 
Mira. Yes, Albert ; and, oh, how hapiy hae 
you made my heart! Those words of yours 
will give you strength to become an ornament 

to society and an honour to your name. 

Albert. Oh, cousin, how can I ever atone 
for my past churlishness to you and Charley ? 
Can you forgive me? 

Mira. Those words you just now uttered— 
the vow you have made—has more than 
atoned for all your errors past ; for me, I have 
nothing to forgive. 

Albert. You have—you have, dear Mira. 
If you would make a poor, miserable, 
wretched inebriate happy, say that you for- 
give me! 

Mira. I do forgive you, with all my heart, 
as truly as I pray our Heavenly Father to 
forgive my tresspasses. 

Albert. Thanks, cousin ; and now, whatever 
so poor a cripple as myself can do to give 
pa pleasure, say but the word, and I will do 


Mira. You will? 
Albert. I promise. 
Mira. (Produces Dinah’s pledge.) Then 


sign this paper. 
Albert, Give itto me. Iwill. 


(Mira gives it, and procures pen and 
ink. She raises Albert while he 
signs.) j 


Re-enter DINAH, L., and stands astonished. 


Dinah.. Wha—what’s you doin’? Pears 
like you’s all crazy. What you doin’, Miss 
Mira? 

Mira. I'm doing nothing, auntie; 
Albert. 

Dinah. ’Spect he’s mad! What you doin’? 

Albert.. That, Aunt Dinah, which I will 
never undo—see ; my name is on that paper. 

Dinah. (Falls on her knees.) Bless de 
Lord, - de child’s signed © Aunt - Dinah’s 
Pledge. 


it’s 


10. 


SCENE II.—A Village Street. 
Enter MISS MARVIN, RUFUS, and 
EDGAR. 


Miss M. You are getting along finely, 


Edgar, with your studies. I shall be most 
proud of my protégé. 

Edgar. Yes, miss; I’se learnt all de ’ritin’, 
readin’, and ’rithmyplication, fusrate—dat’s 
true—but as for dat ar protegy your speakin’ 
of, I don’t know nuthin’ ’bout him yet. 

Miss M. Oh, that was yourself I meant! I 
shall be proud of your having been my 
pupil! 

Edgar. Thankee, miss; but I reckon I’se 
the one to be proud, an’ honored, too, of you, 
for your kindness. ’Pears to me, since I 
commenced to learn, and signed mother’s 
pledge, that everything looks happy. 

Rufus. That’s cause we’se all fellin’ happy. 
There’s Mr. Hiram Dempster—he’s sold out 
his liquor store, dun give up the business for 
good an’ all. 

Miss M. Yes, I’ve heard that, and besides, 
Mr. Albert has quite recovered, and he’s never 
tasted a drop of the poisonous alcohol since 
his accident ! s 

Edgar. Yes’m, an’ better than that, thar’s 
goin’ to be a party: Walter Wilson, Mr. 
Payne, and all Albert’s old friends ‘is coming 
down from Boston, an’ I heard Albert say he’s 
goin’ to get ’em all to sign Aunt Dinah’s 
Pledge. 

Miss M. That is indeed news. Your 
mother ought to feel very proud she has in 
her humble way accomplished so much 


good. 

Rufus. That’s nothing to be proud of. If 
she’s done good, you and Miss Mira and Mr. 
Dempster’s been good toallof us ; we shouldn’t 
have had a comfortable home if it hadn’t been 
for them. Anybody can do good, no’ matter 
how poor they are, but the merit is in being 
good to those who are poor and humble. 

Edgar. That’s it, Rufus; you’se got more 


‘sense in that woolly head ob yours than a 


horse—talks just like a story-book—dat’s a 
fact; an’ if it hadn’t been for you, Miss 
Marvin, what would this child knowed ’bout 
readin’, writin’, rithmyplication, an’ de rudi- 
mans. Bless de Lord! I’s so happy and ‘so 
thankful! k 

Miss M. Happiness proceeds from a con- 
tented mind, no matter what station of life 
the Almighty has been pleased to place us in 5 
let us ever fulfil the duties assigned us with 
honour and integrity, and our work, however 
humble, will be ennobled. Contentment with 
our lot in life is to be rich in happiness. 

Edgar. That’s true, Miss Marvin! But 
see, here comes mother, What’s up? 





AUNT DINAH’S PLEDGE. 


Enter DINAH, R. r 

Dinah. Whar’sdem boys? Come, child’en, 
fly right straight down to de house. All de 
company’s comin’ right along. Dere’s de 
doctor what cured Massa Albert’s broken 
limbs, and dere’s de good minister from Bostin, 
what’s now goin’ to cure his heart, by marry- 
in’ him to Miss Mira, whose in de house dar, 
Miss Marvin, waitin’ for you, an’ a-lookin’ ag 
sweet and pretty and as delicate as a lily by 
de side ob de water, an’ her eyes is a-sparklin’ 
wid joy, till dey looks as bright as de sweet 
silver moon, broke up into two stars, an’ 
planted in her dear, darlin’, innocent face, 
what’s a smilin’ all over wid joy and happi- 
ness, 

Miss M. Why, my dear Aunt Dinah, her 
happiness is contagious—she has only caught 
it from you; your happy thought of the pledge 
has been the cause of all this joy. 

Dinah. Bless de good Lord! I’s proud on 
it, I is, sure as dar’s a heaven above—very 
proud! 

Miss M. You have reason to be so. But 
come, let us not keep the happy people waiting, 
come along, auntie. i 

Dinah. I’s wid you, chile. ’*Pear like dey’s 
aii my own child’en; I hardly knows which 
I loves best, dese yere woolly-headed boys, or 
dem gals, what’s only white folks. 

Edgar. Well, mother, sure white folks is 
good as cullud pussons, when dey behaves 
themselves, and don’t go rolling ’round drunk, 
making beasts o’ themselves. 

Dinah. Shoo, hear de chile! ’Spect you'll 
be a preacher some day, if you keep on wid . 
your larnin’ scholarship so mighty fast. 

Edgar. Theres one thing I'll 
learn—— 

Dinah. What’s dat, sah; what’s dat you 
ain’t goin’ for to learn—eh ? 

Edgar. To forget to be good to the 
dear old mother who’s been so good to me and 
Rufus here, who’s looked upon with more 
respect by her good white friends that if she 
was a queen; ’cause she’s kind, true, and 
good to all. 

Dinah. Bless de Lord! I—I——There, go 
right straight along, and don’t talk any more 
o’ your nonsense, or you'll set me blubberin’ 
all over—so you will! Go’long! Oh, dear, 
Ts so happy! Come, child’en! Go’long, and 
help Miss Mira to get married! 

[Eweunt, L. H. 


SCENE III.—A Handsome Apartment. 


MR. DEMPSTER, DR. WARING, MIRA, 
ALBERT, MISS MARVIN, and 
CHARLES, Male and Female Guests, R. 
and L., discovered. 


Hiram, (c.) My good friends, believe me, I 


never 


Ade 














rw 





am most happy to meet with you at my home 
upon this interesting and joyful occasion. You 
must know, doctor and friends, that a great 
wrong has been done to my nephew, Albert, 
The wealth left by his parents in my trust I 
have used in my business. Nay, do not start; 
though I have made use of it, I have not lost 
it, but on this, his wedding-day, Iam rejoiced 
to say that every cent of that money, with 
interest, is now at his disposal. But what I 
do regret is the business in which I have used 
that money. It has been in the keeping of a 
gambling and drinking-house; and though not 
a gambler or immoderate drinker myself, I 
have encouraged both in others. The terrible 
accident which nearly deprived Albert of his 
life, and the exemplary conduct of that poor, 
devoted, humble, coloured woman, Dinah Free- 
man, has opened my eyes to the sinful life I 
have, for the past years, led—and now, in this 
assembled presence, I make the statement that 
I have closed my liquor and gambling-house 
for ever! And to you, Albert, I now return 
all bills, cheques, and other documents, which 
will at once put you in full and undisturbed 
possession of the property left you by your 
parents ; and now but one thing is left me to 
ensure my perfect happiness, and that, Albert, 
remains for you to grant. 

Albert. My dear uncle, ’tis granted before 
you speak. 

Mira. Oh, father, name it! 

Hiram. It is forgiveness, Albert, from you, 
for having led you into the paths of vice, and 
teaching you to be a drinker. 

Albert. Say no more, my dear uncle. Hea- 
ven, I am sure, will pardon all human errors ; 
and my forgiveness you have, most fully. 

Hiram. Thanks, my poor, wronged nephew. 
I now can lay me down to sleep in calm and 
comfort. Come, my children, let me give you 
a parent’s blessing ere I resign you to each 
other. Bless you—bless you ! 


AUNT DINAH peeps in, L, H. 1E. 


Dinah. Mr. Dempster, and good folks, every 
one, I want to know if you’s goin’ to keep on 
gettin’ married all day? De chickens is all 
cooked, an’ de turkeys nice and brown, and de 
pun’kin pies is done to a turn, and de mince- 
pies is magnificent, though I hasn’t put no 
brandy in ’em, an’ de coffee’s splendacious, 
an’ dem two boys o’ mine is bin a-axin’ me if 
dey couldn’t come in an’ see de good minister 


_ tie up Miss Mira an’ Massa Albert in de con- 


nubial an’ de nuptial knot, what never can be 
untied until death does ’em part? 

Hiram. No need of asking. Come in, all of 
you; we are too much indebted to your honest 
love to leave you out on this joyful occasion. Í 


AUNT DINAH’S PLEDGE. 


1t 


Dinah. Dere, I tole you so, child’en! ’Spect 
I knows. Come right straight in, an’ see de 
marryin’. 


Enter RUFUS and EDGAR, 1. H. 


Mira. Come in, and be welcome, for to 
your good mother’s care and pious example 
our happiness is due! And now, my dear 
Albert, before your name of cousin is changed 
to that of huskand, I beg of you to do what we 
spoke of here before all our assembled friends 
and ‘relatives; they possibly may be induced 
to follow our example. 

Albert. I obey with pleasure. 

(Takes out Aunt Dinah’s Pledge.) 

Edgar. Why, Rufus, dat’s mother’s pledge. 

Rufus. I do wish it was better written: 

Dinah. Neber ‘you mind de writin’, chile. 
*Spect de blessed Lord knows de meaning’s | 
good; an’ He doesn’t mind if de writin’s good 
or bad. 

Albert. True, aunty. Listen, friends, tothe 
pledge of our old nurse. (Reads.) ‘Dis is 
for everybody and all de world to distinctly 
and sartin sure to know dat de undersigned 
individuals, whose names is writ unto, and. 
added, and signed to dis pledge, at de bottom ~ 
of dis paper, dat we do promise, and vow, and 
swear, testify and proclaim to de whole world 
dat we never will drink nor taste spirits, wine, 
beer, ale, cider, or cordials; nor use tobacco, 
eider for snuffin’, chewin’, or smokin’, so long 
as we live, and moreover, and accordin’, we 
will not encourage any oder persons to use de 
same, but will prevent dem, if widin our 
power; and to dis pledge we sign our names, 
which we will sacredly keep; so God help and 
keep us. (Signed): Dinah Freeman; Rufus 
Freeman; Edgar Freeman, X, his mark; 
Mira Dempster ; Albert Wilson.” 

Mira. And now, dear father and friends, on 
this happy day that is to see me united to my 
dear Albert, I ask, as my wedding-present, the 
gift of your names to this paper. 

Hiram. Dearest daughter, you have shown 
me my duty; you shall not ask in vain. 
will not only sign, but keep the pledge. 

Miss M. And I. 

Dr. W. And I. 

Omnes. And I—and I! 

Dinah. May de good Lord bless and -pre- 
serve you all, from dis time forth for ever- 
more; may all your paths be peace and happi- 
ness; may you all live long—long and good 
lives—and may every hour of your life on dis 
airth be as joyful as you have made me feel 
at dis time by de signing of “ AuNT DINAH’s 
PLEDGE,” 


CURTAIN. 
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A Distinguished Member of the Royal Humane 

Society ce sts af si Photo Fifteen stamps 
Shoeing (Old Betty and Laura) Ht: Photo Fifteen stamps 
Eos (Prince Albert’s Greyhound) ae a Photo Fifteen stamps 
Who are You? and What’s the Matter? (the 

pair) Ta on TA nay Oleographs Kighteen stampa 
The Little Rambler ... wa es RA Chromo Hight stamps 
Look at Me, Mamma ry) 300 A] Oleograph Eight stamps 
The Descent from the Cross ... ea hg Oleograph Hight stamps 
Death of Nelson eee s oe. oe Coloured Seven stamps 
Battle of Waterloo... one eos Coloured Seven stamps 
The Peep œ Day Boys we oe wo Coloured Seven stampa 
The Lady and the Dove eee vee ooo Oleograph Seven stampa 
Aida ny a Li e oes Oleograph Seven stamps 
Portrait of the Prince of Wales ou ooo Oleograph Seven stamps 
Portrait of the Princess of Wales aS ass Oleograph Seven stampa 
The Bohemian Girl ... ob ooo oy Oleograph Seven stampe 


London; Jogm Dicxs, 313, Strand; and all Booksellers, 








ADVERTISEMENTS. ii: 


CELEBRATED WORKS. 


THE CHEAPEST BOOKS IN THE WORLD. 


THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS. By John Bunyan. : 
PEOPLE'S EDITION, 2d. ; postage, onehalfpenny, Complete, from original, without abridgment. 
DON JUAN. ` By Lord Byron. 
PEOPLE’S EDITION, öd. ; postage, 14d. Complete, from original, without abridgment, 
THE VICAR OF WAKEFIELD, By Oliver Goldsmith, 
PEOPLE'S EDITION, 2d.; postage, one halfpenny. Complete, from original, without abridgment, 
THE LADY OF THE LAKE. By Sir Walter Scott. 
PEOPLE'S EDITION, 2d.; postage, one halfpenny. Complete, from original, without abridgment, 
SIEGE OF CORINTH, PRISONER OF CHILLON, &c. By Lord Byron. 
PEOPLE'S EDITION, 1d. ; postage, one halfpenny. Complete, from original; without abridgment. 
LALLA ROOKH. By Thomas Moore. 
PEOPLE'S EDITION, 3d; postage, one halfpenny. Complete, from original, without abridgment, 
THE CORSAIR., By Lord Byron. 
PEOPLE'S EDITION, 1d. ; postage, one halfpenny. Complete, from original, without abridgment. 
MARMION. By Sir Walter Scott. 
PEOPLE'S EDITION, 2d. ; postage, one halfpenny, Complete, from original, without abridgment 
CHILDE HAROLD'S PILGRIMAGE. By Lord Byron. 
PEOPLE'S EDITION, 2d.; postage, one halfpenny. omplete, from original, without abridgment. 
SINDBAD THE SAILOR. From“ The Arabian Nights.” 
PEOPLE’S EDITION, 1d.; postage, one halfpenny. Complete, without abridgment. 
PAUL AND VIRGINIA. By Bernardin de Saint-Pierre. 
PEOPLE’S EDITION, 2d. ; postage, one halfpenny. Translated from original, without abridgment. 
RASSELAS, PRINCE OF ABISSINIA. By, Dr. Samuel Johnson . 
PEOPLE’S EDITION. 2d. ; postage, one penny.. Complete, from original, without abridgment. 
ALADDIN; or. the WONDERFUL LAMP. From “The Arabian Nights, 
PEOPLE'S EDITION, 1d. ; postage, one halfpenny. Complete, without abridgment. 
THE CASTLE OF OTRANTO. By Horace Walpole. { 
PEOPLE'S EDITION ,2d.; postage, one halfpenny. Complete, without abridgment. 
THE THREE CALENDERS, From “The Arabian Nights.” 
PEOPLE’S EDITION, 2d.; postage one halfpenny. Complete, without abridgment. H 
ALI BABA AND THE FORTY ROBBERS. From “The Arabian Nights.” 
PEOPLE’S EDITION, 1d. ; postage one halfpenny.. Complete, without abridgment, r 
NOUREDDIN AND THE FAIR PERSIAN. From “ The Arabian Nights.” 
PEOPLE’S EDITION. 1d. ; postage, one halfpenny. Complete, without abridgment. a 
ABOULHASSEN ALI EBN BECAR. From “ The Arabian Nights, 
PEUPLH’S EDITION, ld.; postage, one halfpenny. Complete, without abridgment, 
THE VAMPYRE. By Lord Byron. 3 
PEOPLE’S EDITION, 1d. ;- postage, one halfpenny. Complete, without abridgment, 
THE ACTOR’S HAND-BOOK. By The Old Stager. f 
PEOPLE’S EDITION, 3d. ; postage one halfpenny. Complete, without abridgment, 
TWO DROVERS, & AUNT MARGARET’S MIRROR, By Sir Walter Scott. 
PEROPLE’S EDITION, 1d. ; postage, one halfpenny. Complete, without abridgment. 
GANEM, THE SLAVE. OF LOVE. From “The Arabian Nights.” 
PEOPLE'S EDITION, 1d. ; postage, one halfpenny. Complete, without abridgment, 
THE SURGEON’S DAUGHTER. By Sir Walter Scott. -. i 
PEOPLE’S EDITION, 2d.; postage, one halfpenny. Complete, from original, without abridgment. 
ALMORAN AND HAMET. By Dr. Hawkesworth 4 
PEOPLE’S EDITION, 2d.; postage,one halfpenny. Complete, from original, without abridgment, 
ELIZABETH; OR, THE EXILES OF SIBERIA. By Madame Cottin. 
PEOPLE’S EDITION, 2d.; postage, one halfpenny. Complete, from original, without abridgment, 
STORY OF THE LITTLE HUNCHBACK. From “The Arabian Nights. 
PEOPLE’S EDITION, 2d.; postage, one halfpenny. Complete, without abridgment. 
ZADIG: OR, THE BOOK OF FATE. By Voltaire. 
PEROPLE’S EDITION, 2d. ; postage, on DT hn Leaeho A without abridgment. 
akin SEs FEMENA one ha beans Complete, EN orignal, without abridgment. 


London ; Jonn Dicks, 313, Strand. All Booksellers, 
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